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Committee of Honour, a tradition of that congress, whereby at each 
convention notables of Roman army studies are singled out for their 
significant life-time achievements. 

At his passing he was preparing for his annual pilgrimage north. He had 
become essentially a regular summer fixture at the Institute of Classical 
Studies in London and other major western European libraries, such as that 
at the Römisch-Germanische Kommission in Frankfurt. He often traveled 
light. The memory of his gigantic rucksack remains, as does the sound of 
his accent, so distinct to a North American ear. Others may chronicle his 
official appointments, extensive service to editorial boards, and member-
ships in scholarly organizations. But, when asked in 2010 to write in 
support of renewal of his travel funds, this writer could only be amazed at 
the prolific productivity of conference papers and reviews. Denis was still 
going at full pace, when others of his age might have been slowing down. 

At the preliminary festivities to the closing banquet of the Limes 
Congress in Newcastle (2009), Professor Saddington was seated with 
myself and the late Colin Wells. A young German scholar with a strong 
interest in provincial fleets approached. Soon he and Denis sequestered 
themselves for an intense discussion. With amusement and fondness, I 
turned to Professor Wells and commented something to the effect that 
here we were at that congress’s banquet, a time for frivolity and merry-
making, but Denis was holding ‘office hours’. Professor Wells smiled in 
agreement. But that was Denis Saddington – ever the devoted and friendly 
teacher. 
 
Everett L. Wheeler 
 
 
CurriculumVitae 
 
Denis matriculated at Parktown Boys’ High School in Johannesburg before 
taking a BA with majors in English, Latin and Greek, and then an Honours 
degree in Classics (First Class). He thought about a career in teaching and 
completed a Higher Diploma in Education at the Johannesburg College of 
Education. However, the award of a Rhodes Scholarship took him to 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, where he chose to work with Frank 
Lepper. While he did not complete his degree at Oxford, Denis retained 
strong links with the university and his subsequent academic development 
bears the imprint of another scholar of colonial origins, Sir Ronald Syme: 
Denis and Ursula Vogel were the greatest exponents of prosopography in 
South Africa.  
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On returning to South Africa Denis served for one year as a lecturer in 
Classics at the then University of Natal before taking up a lectureship at 
the University of the Witwatersrand in 1958. His first major piece of 
research was an MA thesis entitled The Function of Education According to 
Writers of the Latter Part of the Fourth Century A.D., accepted for the degree 
in 1963; this was followed by a PhD awarded in 1970 for his dissertation, 
Problems in the Development of the Auxiliary System in the Roman Army of 
the Late Republican and Early Imperial Period. In 1967 Denis moved to the 
then University College of Rhodesia in Salisbury (Harare) to succeed 
Harold Guite; he remained there through the difficult years of the free-
dom struggle into the early years of the independent Zimbabwe, rising to 
full Professor of Classics in 1978 and editing the Proceedings of the 
Classical Association of Africa (PACA). From 1983 to his first retirement 
in 1993 he was ad hominem Professor of Roman History at the University 
of the Witwatersrand and thereafter he held a senior lectureship at the 
University of South Africa from 1994 to 1996. From 1997 to his death in 
2011 Denis was Honorary Professorial Research Fellow and Professor 
Emeritus at the University of the Witwatersrand.  
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