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UNDIS ET TEMPESTATIBUS: A NOTE ON THE 
POLEMIC IN THE PROEM TO CICERO, REP. 1 

by G. Mader 

(University of Sout.h Africa) 

The introduction to De Re Publica 1 contains an impassioned exhorta
tion to 'virtus' and to the 'vita activa', directed against the proponents 
of 'otium' j !-'-~ n:oA.m:uc:a8cn. In the surviving text of the proem these 
adversaries are designated only as 'isti'; their identity, or better their affil
iations, must be inferred from the arguments they use, and from Cicero's 
own counter-arguments. It is clear, on this basis, that 'isti' are not an en
tirely homogeneous group; but equally clearly the anti-Epicurean complex
ion at several points in Cicero's polemic implies that the group must have 
included a substantial Epicurean component. This is widely accepted. 1 A 
work that begins with a protreptic to 'virtus' and culminates, in the Som
nium, in an exposition of the immortality that awaits the statesman who 
personifies that 'virtus', has an implicit anti-Epicurean bias, even if the 
disciples of the Garden are nowhere mentioned by name. Most recently 
J.D. Minyard, analysing the intellectual climate and competing ideological 
currents in the late republic, has argued compellingly that in this context 
Cicero's Rep. can be seen as an attempt to reassert the traditional civic 
values embodied in the 'mos maiorum' against the assault of Epicureanism: 

Cicero's reading of the De Rerum Natura looks like a good candi
date for the immediate intellectual cause of his De Re Publica and, 
later , De Legibus. He had read Lucretius' poem by February of 54 
B.C., perhaps some months earlier, and had begun work on the De 
Re Publica the next May. . . . The De Rerum Natura will have been 
a great provocation to Cicero. . . . He could now see how far Epicure
anism might go .... The political crisis , of which Cicero had long been 
aware and with which he had spent his life dealing, was now, more 
than ever before, a fully intellectual crisis as well. . . . [Epicureanism] 
was a real enemy now, and for the next ten years Cicero dismantled 
it in essay after essay .... 2 

Many points of detail corroborate this hypothesis. 3 It would of course 
be an oversimplification to explain the Rep. exclusively as a counter-attack 
against Lucretius and the Epicureans,4 but to discount this vital dimension 
would be equally inadequate. The remarks that follow pursue Minyard's 
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suggestion by examining the metaphor 'in his undis et tempestatibus ' in 
the first proem; since however its value and function are determined con
textually and by thematic respondence, these questions too will receive due 
attention. 

The appearance of the De Rerum Natura in 54 may well have been 
the catalyst that activated Cicero's anti-Epicureanism in the Rep., but his 
polemic will also have had a wider social significance. To custodians of 
traditional civic values, Lucretius' poem must have been an ominous sign 
of the rising tide of Epicureanism. The De Rerum Natura is too difficult 
a text to suppose that it had great effect in popularizing the philosophy 
(at least outside aristocratic circles); but Lucretius' exposition was (among 
other things) an attempt to offer an alternative to the canon of traditional 
civic values and to provide a theoretical justification for political apathy 
- and as such its symbolical significance and subversive potential must 
have been at least as great, in Cicero's eyes, as any real impact, and he 
may well have perceived the doctrine of Epicurus, here articulated for the 
first time in Latin, as an ideological rallying point for opponents of the 
tradition he was himself concerned to defend. This has some bearing on 
our interpretation of 'isti'. Cicero's anti-Epicureanism in the Rep. is best 
understood as comprising an 'academic' as well as an empirical aspect: 
it is aimed specifically at the philosophical theories expounded in the De 
Rerum Natura, more generally at those individuals whose actual behaviour, 
if not their professed allegiance, could be criticized on these same criteria
contemporary Romans, in other words, whose comportment (whether from 
philosophical conviction or otherwise) tended towards 'quies' I 'otium' I 
'voluptas' rather than to 'virtus' I 'industria' .5 

Two sections in the proem are conspicuous for their clusters of polem
ical motifs. Of the many historical paradigms, both Greek and Roman, 
adduced to illustrate the ideals of 'virtus' and the 'vita activa', the exam
ples of the elder Cato (1.1) and of Cicero's own political career (1.7-8) are 
prominently placed at the beginning and towards the end of the surviving 
introduction. These sections not only articulate the ideological thrust of 
Cicero's argument but also answer each other in contrapuntal detail, and 
as such should be analysed as a balancing pair. 

M. vero Catoni homini ignoto et novo, quo omnes qui isdem rebus 
studemus quasi exemplari ad industriam virtutemque ducimur, certe 
licuit Tusculi se in otio delectare, salubri et propinquo loco. Sed homo 
demens ut isti putant, cum cogeret eum necessitas nulla, in his undis 
et tempestatibus ad summam senectutem maluit iactari, quam in illa 
tranquillitate atque otio iucundissime vivere. Omitto innumerabilis 
viros, quorum singuli saluti huic civitati fuerunt , et qui sunt (haud} 
procul ab aetatis huius memoria, commemorare eos desino, ne quis se 
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aut suorum aliquem praetermissum queratur . Unum hoc definio, tan
tam esse necessitatem virtutis generi hominum a natura tantumque 
amorem ad communem salutem defendendam datum, ut ea vis omnia 
blandimenta voluptatis otique vicerit. 

(Rep. 1.1) 
Cicero here takes up the cause of his exemplar Cato against the latter's 
critics ('isti'). These detractors argue in Epicurean categories and from 
Epicurean premises. (1) If the 'otium' spurned by the Censor ('certe licuit 
.. . se in otio delectare') suggests somethi~g akin to their ideal of quietude, 
the Epicurean connexion is hinted at more clearly in the subsequent pair
ings 'tranquillitate atque otio' and 'blandimenta voluptatis otique': this is 
the terminology of the K~1toc;.6 (2) Although Cato had the option ('certe 
licuit ... ') of a life of 'otium', he preferred the tempests of Roman political 
life. Mention of an alternative, and a seductive one at that ('salubri et 
propinquo loco'), emphasizes that Cato's decision was the result of a delib
erate and reasoned act of choice: he was acting 'sua voluntate' and under 
no external compulsion ('cum cogeret eum necessitas nulla') -for which 
he is duly censured as 'demens' . The basis for this criticism is clearly the 
Epicurean 'exceptio' formula, which allowed political participation only in 
emergencies. 7 But voluntary involvement such as Cato's cannot be justi
fied by this argument: it represents, in fact, an implicit negation of the 
'exceptio' principle8 and hints at the opposite Stoic viewpoint. 

(3) Cato's rejection of the 'otium' option is described by his critics as fol
lows: 'in his undis et tempestatibus ad summam senectutem maluit iactari, 
quam in illa tranquillitate atque otio iucundissime vivere'. The exact value 
of the storm metaphor is determined contextually through the opposition 
'quam in illa tranquillitate ... ': the basic contrast is thus 7tOAl1:c:uc:a9cn -
1-1~ 7tOAnc:uc:a9aL. But the elaborate formal emphasis requires explanation: 
'in his undis et tempestatibus' is balanced by 'in illa tranquillitate atque 
otio' (the geminations underlining the important notions), 'iactari' has its 
counterpoise in 'iucundissime vivere' . Is there more to this than just rhetor
ical ornamentation? The long metaphorical association between sea-storms 
and politics is of course well-known.9 Quiiitilian, commenting on the al
legory in Horace C. 1.14 ('0 navis, referent in mare te novi ftuctus ... ' ) 
articulates one widely attested aspect of the image: 'navem pro re publica, 
ftuctus et tempestates pro bellis civilibus, portum pro pace atque concor
dia dicit ' (Inst. 8.6.44)10 -but clearly this is not the nuance in our text, 
where there is no hint of civil turmoil. More generally, the metaphor may 
designate the ebb and flow of political life (with emphasis on vicissitudes 
and unpredictability), and it is taken in this sense by Buchner in his note 
on Rep. 1.1: 'Politische.Tiitigkeit ist stiindiger Kampf mit den hochgehen
den Wogen politischer Leidenschaft' .11 But since, in our text, 'undis et 
tempestatibus ' is used by Cato 's opponents who argue like Epicureans, the 
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metaphor acquires an additional and very specific contextual nuance. The 
Epicurean allusion has indeed been noted, 12 but its wider implications re
main to be explored. The philosophical framework of reference, suggested 
in the second half of the antithesis by 'tranquillitas' I 'otium' (~ &:capa~[a) 
and 'iucundissime' (~ 'voluptas' I ~oov~), is balanced by an equally pre
cise allusion in the first part, where 'undis et tempestatibus' functions as 
an implicit Epicurean value judgement. The terms of this comparison are 
well-known: ataraxic tranquillity is represented by the image of a calm 
sea, while a stormy ocean symbolizes the reverse of this positive ideal. The 
image, attested in both aspects in Epicurus, 13 is elaborated by the poetic 
imagination of Lucretius: 

Suave, mari magna turbantibus aequora ventis, 
e terra magnum alterius spectare laborem; 
non quia vexari quemquamst iucunda voluptas, 
sed quibus ipse malis careas quia cernere suave est (2.1-4); 

... deus ille fuit, deus, inclute Memmi, 
qui princeps vitae rationem invenit earn quae 
nunc appellatur sapientia, quique per artem 
ftuctibus e tantis vitam tantisque tenebris 
in tam tranquillo et tam clara luce locavit (5.8-12) . 

Cicero's use of both negative ('undis et tempestatibus') and positive ('tran
quillitate') aspects of the image leaves no doubt that specifically Epicurean 
criteria are here being applied to Cato: from the perspective of his de
tractors, his zeal for political activity is as senseless as the efforts of the 
unenlightened 'pectora caeca' censured by Lucretius in his second proem. 14 

Cato remains active, moreover, 'ad summam senectutem', a detail which 
gives his dedication an uncpmpromising and absolute quality. To an Epi
curean, this is sheer madness - but traditionalists would not miss an 
allusion to the opposing Stoic ideal, and to this extent the detail enlivens 
the thrust and counter-thrust of the philosophical polemic.l5 

( 4) Finally, Cicero answers the 'isti' in his own person. With 'omitto 
innumerabilis viros ... ' he picks up the motif 'civitati saluti esse' (illus
trc:tted earlier by the historical examples of patriotism in the mutilated first 
sentence of the work, '. . . (im)petu liberavissent, nee C. Duelius A. Atil
ius L. Metellus terrore Karthaginis' etc.).16 But following on immediately 
after Cato, this ideal seems misplaced - for the Censor's untiring liti
gation had little to do with patriotism; 17 it was introduced primarily for 
its polemical effect (a Stoically tinged counterfoil to the Epicurean 'in illa 
tranquillitate atque otio iucundissime vivere'), perhaps also to foreshadow 
the parallel motif in Cicero's later sketch of his own career. At any rate, 
this idea is expanded in the last sentence where Cicero, moving outwards 
from the particular to the general ('M. vero Catoni' - 'innumerabilis vi-
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ros' - 'generi hominum'), effectively answers the critical 'isti' and rounds 
off the section by formulating a universal law: 'Unum hoc definio, tantam 
esse necessitatem virtutis generi hominum a natura tantumque amorem 
ad communem salutem defendendam datam, ut ea vis omnia blandimenta 
voluptatis otique vicerit'. Against the ideals of 'otium' and 'voluptas' he 
forcefully asserts the priority of the civic impulse, implanted by nature her
self: 'amorem ad communem salutem defendendam'.l8 Man is a political 
animal. 

The polemic in the Cato paragraph is matched blow for blow, both for-
mally and in content, by Cicero's autobiographical sketch at 1. 7-8: 

Is enim fueram, cui cum liceret aut maiores ex otio fructus capere 
quam ceteris propter variam suavitatem studiorum, in qui bus a pueri
tia vixeram, aut si quid accideret acerbius universis, non praecipuam 
sed parem cum ceteris fortunae condicionem subire, non dubitaverim 
me gravissimis tempestatibus ac paene fulminibus ipsis obvium ferre 
conservandorum civium causa, meisque propriis periculis parere com
mune reliquis otium. Neque enim hac nos patria lege genuit aut edu
cavit, ut nulla quasi alimenta exspectaret a nobis ac tantummodo nos
tris ipsa commodis serviens tutum perfugium otio nostro suppeditaret 
et tranquillum ad quietem locum, sed ut plurimas et maximas nostri 
animi ingenii consilii partis ipsa sibi ad utilitatem suam pigneraretur 
tantumque nobis in nostrum privatum usum quantum ipsi superesse 
posset remitteret. (1. 7-8) 

(1) The first hint of the synkrisis Cato-Cicero had been the detail 'M. vero 
Catoni homini ignoto et novo', an allusion which transparently foreshadows 
the 'novus homo' from Arpinum. 19 (2) Cato's option of 'otium' is answered, 
with rhetorical amplification, in Cicero's own alternative ('certe licuit ... se 
in otio delectare' ~'cui cum liceret aut maiores ex otio fructus capere quam 
ceteris'); but Cicero, like his exemplar, elected the opposite course ('sed 
homo clemens ut isti putant, cum cogeret eum necessitas nulla . .. ' ~ 'non 
dubitaverim ... '). 20 The same convictions inform both decisions. (3) The 
storm metaphor of the first passage reappears, dramatically expanded, in 
the second ('in his undis et tempestatibus' ~'me gravissimis tempestatibus 
ac paene fulminibus ipsis obvium ferre'). (4) And finally the second passage, 
like the first, culminates in a formally comparable generalization based on 
the preceding particulars ('unum hoc definio' ~ 'neque enim hac nos patria 
lege genuit aut educavit'); thematic echoes underscore the parallel thrust 
of the two texts ('tutum perfugium otio nostro' ~ 'tranquillum ad quietem 
locum'). 

But the differences between the two paragraphs, no less than these obvi
ous similarities, require attention. For a start, 'otium' must be qualitatively 
differentiated. In the Cato passage, where it is significantly coupled with 
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'voluptas', it designates a hedonistic rejection of -ro n:oAm:uw6cn, while the 
'otium' that Cicero declines has a more pronounced intellectual and philo
sophical component. Similarly the storm metaphor in the second passage, 
while clearly a thematic counterpoise to the earlier 'undis et tempestat
ibus', now has a different nuance and contextual function. The specific 
reference is most likely to be to Cicero's suppression of the Catilinarian 
conspiracy, and 'gravissimis tempestatibus' therefore alludes to political 
upheaval (cf. below, n. 10). But that is clearly not the full extent of 
its function. The pathos in 'gravissimis', the grandiloquent hyperbole 'ac 
paene fulminibus ipsis' and the defiant 'me ... obvium ferre' (intensifying 
the earlier 'maluit iactari') all point to a grandly heroic gesture - per
formed specifically within the civic framework ('conservandorum civium 
causa'). The storm metaphor therefore articulates and throws into relief 
a particular act of political heroism which in turn symbolizes the broader 
ideal of 'communem salutem defend ere', and to this end the next sentence 
elaborates the antithesis 'private-public' ('meisque propriis periculis parere 
commune reliquis otium').21 It is this essentially .civic orientation in the 
second metaphor that challenges comparison with the earlier Epicurean al
lusion in 'undis et tempestatibus': Cicero has reversed the original thrust 
of the image by transforming it from condemnation of -ro n:oAm:uw·6cxt to a 
Stoically tinged metaphor with positive, even heroic, overtones. 22 But the 
suggestion of political heroism goes beyond mere point-scoring against the 
Epicureans: as a background, the philosophical debate provides a frame
work of reference which Cicero has used to exalt and mythologize his per
sonal achievement, i.e. his anti-Epicurean polemic - quite apart from its 
contemporary social relevance- is also a medium for self-definition. 

This style of argumentation, resulting typically when competing value 
systems use a common vocabulary or store of images to express diametri
cally opposing ideals, is well documented. When traditional values cease to 
be taken for granted and established notions are called into question, the 
relationship between words and the sets they describe becomes fluid; this 
phenomenon of 'semantic dislocation', as a consequence and symptom of 
intellectual crisis, has been penetratingly analysed by Minyard with refer
ence to the late republic and to the diction of Lucretius in particular. 23 The 
principle extends also to metaphorical usage: when the underlying notions 
are questioned or reinterpreted, the images that articulate these notions 
will themselves undergo a change in value. Lucretius provides excellent 
examples for this process when, in his attack on the popular literary de
piction oflove (4.1037ff.), he ironically deploys against its proponents their 
own conventional erotic imagery in order to debunk it. 24 Cicero too point
edly counters and undermines Epicurean views by deploying against them 
(inverted) reminiscences of Lucretius. 25 Describing the immortality that 
awaits patriotic statesmen, his expression 'certum esse in caelo definitum 
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locum, ubi beati aevo sempiterno fruantur ' (Rep . 6.13) recalls Lucretius' 
own account of the unperturbed Epicurean gods: 

omnis enim per se divum natura necessest 
immortali aevo summa cum pace fruatur (2.646-47). 

Verbal echo ironically underscores the opposition: Epicurean apolitical 
&-c()(p()(~[()( is brought into contrast with the vigorous exercise of 'virtus' 
('omnibus qui patriam conservaverint, adiuverint, auxerint . . . '), and is 
by implication exposed as an illusion. In a similar vein 'vestigiis ingres
sus patris et tuis' (Rep. 6.26), spoken by Scipio Aemilianus and expressing 
his allegiance to the ideals of his forefathers, is an ironic reminiscence of 
Lucretius' own declaration of fidelity to Epicurus, 

cuius ego ingressus vestigia dum rationes 
persequar . . . (5.55-6).26 

A final example of this kind of polemical allusion takes us back to the proem 
of Rep. 1. In the Cato passage (1.1) Epicurean 'voluptas' drew fire from 
Cicero; a little later, when Cicero outlines his own ideal, the term reappears 
in a passage dense with philosophical allusion- applied now to the cohesive 
social impulse that is the polar opposite of egoistical hedonism: 'et quoniam 
maxime rapimur ad opes augendas generis humani, studemusque nostris 
consiliis et laboribus tutiorem et opulentiorem vitam hominum reddere, et 
ad hanc voluptatem ipsius naturae stimulis incitamur ... ' (1.3) . The irony 
and polemical intent in the repetition cannot be overheard.27 

Lucretian echoes and images are consciously used by Cicero to subvert 
their original meaning. Employed in a new context and with changed 
referent, they acquire a polemical edge: Epicurean doctrine is sharply con
fronted with Cicero's own ideal. The storm metaphors, embedded as they 
are among other thematic respondences, should also be seen as a comple
mentary pair and interpreted within this style of argumentation. Cicero 
appropriates the emblematic image from Lucretius, inverts its specifically 
Epicurean significance, and then redirects it against his Epicurean oppo
nents. Taken together, the two images thus amount to a pointed and 
polemical riposte to the advocates of 'otium', 'tranquillitas' and 'volup
tas', while behind the purely philosophical issues lurks the unmistakable 
tendency towards self-definition and exaltation. 

NOTES 

1. Thus e.g. M . Pohlenz, 'Cicero de re publica als Kunstwerk', in Kleine Schriften 
2 (ed. H. Dorrie), Hildesheim 1965, 379: 'Die Gegner, mit denen sich Cicero aus
einandersetzt, sind die "Epikureer' - but he adds (379 n. 3) that 'isti in angulis' 
(1.2) 'sind von den Gegnern, die Cicero im ganzen bekii.mpft, verschieden'. A sim
ilar distinction is made by A. Grilli (ed.), M. Tulli Ciceronis Hortensius, Milano 
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1962, 122f.; id., I proemi del De republica di Cicerone, Brescia 1971, esp. 16, 18-25, 
49-70, 104; G. Pfligersdorffer, Politik und Musse, Miinchen 1969, 67f. n . 67; P. Boy
ance, 'Les problemes du De republica de Ciceron', in id., Etudes sur l'humanisme 
ciceronien, Bruxelles 1970, 185; E. Andreoni, 'Sui contrasto ideologico fra il De re 
publica di Cicerone e il poema di Lucrezio (La genesi della societa civile)' , in Studi 
di poesia latina in onore di Antonio Traglia 1, Roma 1979, 283 n. 11; L. Perelli, 
II pensiero politico di Cicerone, Firenze 1990, 6: 'In altri passi polemici isti sono 
chiaramente gli epicurei, rna non in questa [1.2] '. Some commentators mention only 
the Epicurean 'opposition': D. Perlich, 'Otium oder accedere ad rem publicam. Das 
Problem der politischen Betatigung bei Cicero', AU 13 (1970) 6; N. Wood, Ci
cero's Social and Political Thought, Berkeley 1988, 121; E. Narducci, Modelli etici 
e societd, Pisa 1989, 75 n. 115. Anti-Epicurean polemic is disputed by 0. Gigon, 
'Studien zu Ciceros De republica', in Die antike Philosophie als Mass stab und Re
alitiit, Zurich 1977, 312, who proposes instead that Cicero's 'debating partner ' is 
M. Terentius Varro. 

2. J .D . Minyard, Lucretius and the Late Republic. An Essay in Roman Intellectual 
History, Leiden 1985, 75-76; endorsed by Wood (above, n. 1) 63 . Cicero's hostility 
towards Epicureanism at the time of composition of the Rep. is well documented: 
e.g. Sest. 23; Fam. 7.12; Leg. 1.39; and further J.-M. Andre, L'otium dans Ia vie 
morale et intellectuelle romaine, Paris 1966, 261-69 . Numerous Lucretian reminis
cences in Cicero's philosophical works point to his thorough acquaintance with the 
D e Rerum Natura : for details , see A. Ronconi, (ed.), Cicerone, Somnium Scipio
nis, Firenze 1961, esp. 34; id., 'Osservazioni sulla lingua del "Somnium Scipionis" ', 
in Interpretazioni grammaticali, Roma 1971, 61-80; G .C. Pucci, 'Echi lucreziani 
in Cicerone', SIFC 38 (1966) 70-132; T . Maslowski, Lucretius and Cicero, Diss. 
Cincinnati 1969, esp. 116-81; J.-M. Andre, 'Ciceron et Lucrece: Loi du silence et 
allusions polemiques', in Melanges de philosophie, de litterature et d'histoire anci
enne offerts a Pierre Boyance, Rome 1974, 21-38. Anti-Epicureanism as a motive 
for Cicero's philosophical works, a central component in Minyard's argument, was 
adumbrated in more general terms by N.W . De Witt , Epicurus and his Philoso
phy, Minneapolis 1954, 344-46, and B. Farrington, The Faith of Epicurus, London 
1969, 139-42; in greater detail by J. Fontaine, 'Le Songe de Scipion premier Anti
Lucrece?', in Melanges d'archeologie et d'histoire offerts d Andre Piganiol 3 (ed. 
R. Chevallier), Paris 1966, 1711-29; Maslowski, esp. 74, 96-115, 117-21; and id., 
'The Chronology of Cicero's Anti-Epicureanism', Eos 62 (1974) 55-78 (arguing that 
Cicero's real hostility begins only in the Rep., directly after the appearance of Lu
cretius' poem). Cicero's good relations with individual Epicureans (e.g. Fam. 13.1) 
do nothing to temper the polemic in his philosophical works: for full discussion, 
see Maslowski, Diss. 75-80, 90-96. Cicero must have been particularly provoked 
by Lucretius' assault on the Roman state religion, regarded by Polybius (6.56) as 
a major stabilizing force in Roman politics (cf. Farrington 141f.; Maslowski, Diss., 

"105f.). 

3. See in particular the penetrating analyses of Fontaine (above, n. 2) passim, and 
Andreoni (above, n. 1) 281-321; perceptive observations also inS . Santilli (reviewing 
Grilli, I proemi), A&R 17 (1972) 133-38; H.-T. Johann, Gerechtigkeit und Nutzen, 
Heidelberg 1981, 276 with 592 nn. 100 and 101. 

4. For a survey of the complex background to the Rep., its antecedents, intention and 
relevance to the contemporary Roman scene, see M. Gelzer, Cicero, Wiesbaden 
1969, 212-24; Boyance (above, n. 1) 182-84; Pfligersdorffer (above, n. 1) passim; 
P .L. Schmidt, 'Cicero "De republica". Die Forschung der letzten fiinf Dezennien', 
ANRW 1.4 (1973) esp. 284-85, 319-23; K.M. Girardet, Die Ordnung der Welt, 
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Wiesbaden 1983, 169-86; K. Buchner (ed.), M. Tullius Cicero, De Re Publica, 
Heidelberg 1984, esp. 21-27, 56-62. 

5. Cf. K. Buchner, 'Der Eingang von Ciceros Staat', in Hommages a Jean Bayet 
(edd. M. Renard, R. Schilling), Bruxelles-Berchem 1964, 133 (= id. , Studien zur 
romischen Literatur 6, Wiesbaden 1976, 47): 'Fur die angesprochenen Gegner 
ergibt sich, dass es in erster Linie Romer und Zeitgenossen sind, -aber vor allem 
offenbar solche, die gebildet sind und sich von den giingingen Philosophenschulen 
- den Epikureern, aber auch den Stoikern - die Begrundungen und das gute 
Gewissen fur ihren Ruckzug aus der Politik holen. Das stimmt zu dem Ziel des 
Werkes, das sich an die wendet, die eine Mi:iglichkeit haben, sich am ri:imischen 
Staat zu beteiligen'. Ibid. 137: 'Wenn diese Entschuldigungen auch unpersi:inlich 
abgewogen werden, klingt doch zu augenfapig immer das Wort sapiens auf, als dass 
man hier nicht die Stoiker und die Epikureer darunter verstehen musste, zuniichst 
wohl ihre ri:imischen Vertreter, dann aber auch die Lehrer der Schule'. Similar re
marks in Buchner's edition of the Rep. (above, n. 4) 70-71: the targets of Cicero 's 
attacks in the proem are 'zeitgeni:issische Villenexistenzen ... , die ihr otium mit 
Hobbies, piscinarii, ausfiillen . . . . Diese Leute, isti, scheinen also einen missver
standenen Stoizismus ins Feld zu fuhren , urn ihren Ruckzug zu begrunden, und sich 
zugleich mit der epikureischen Forme! ein gutes Gewissen zu verschaffen, dass der 
Weise dann eingreifen werde, wenn es ni:itig ist'. They are identified as 'Romer mit 
ihren philosophischen Gewiihrsleuten'. Cf. also Girardet (above, n. 4) 169 and 176. 
On the attitude of these piscinarii, and Cicero's attitude towards them, see Att. 
1.18.6; 19.6; 20.3; 2.1.7; 9.1. 

6. 'Omnia blandimenta voluptatis' in particular recalls 'blanda voluptas' (Lucr. 2.966; 
4.1263; 5.178): cf. Santilli (above, n. 3) 136. 

7. Cic. Rep. 1.10, 'Illa autem exceptio ... , quod negant sapientem suscepturum ul
lam rei publicae partem, extra quam si eum tempus et necessitas coegerit'; cf. 
Sen. Ot. 3.2, 'Epicurus ait: "Non accedet ad rem publicam sapiens, nisi si quid 
intervenerit" ; Zenon ait: "Accedet ad rem publicam, nisi si quid impedierit." ' 
The rebuke 'clemens', topical in this context (Cic. Sest. 23, 'laudabat homo doctus 
philosophos nescio quos ... qui dicuntur praeter ceteros esse auctores et laudatores 
voluptatis; eosdem praeclare dicere aiebat sapientes omnia sua causa facere, rem 
publicam capessere hominem bene sane non oportere, nihil esse praestabilius otiosa 
vita plena et conferta voluptatibus; eos autem, qui dicerent dignitati esse servien
dum, rei publicae consulendum, officii rationem in omni vita, non commodi esse 
ducendum, adeunda pro patria pericula, volnera excipienda, mortem oppetendam, 
vaticinari atque insanire dicebat'), is related to the theme of 'stultorum . .. vita' 
(Lucr. 3.1023). 

8. This deliberate rejection of 'otium', as implied in 'certe licuit ... se in otio delectare', 
becomes a topos in anti-Epicurean polemic: thus Cic. Tusc. 1.33, 'Nemo umquam 
sine magna spe immortalitatis se pro patria offerret ad mortem. Licuit esse otioso 
Themistocli, licuit Epaminondae, licuit, ne et vetera et externa quaeram, mihi [cf. 
Rep. 1.7], sed nescio quo modo inhaeret in mentibus quasi saeclorum quoddam au
gurium futurorum, idque in maximis ingeniis altissimisque animis et exstitit maxime 
et apparet facillime. Quo quidem dempto quis tam esset amens qui semper in la
boribus et periculis viveret?' Grilli, I proemi (above, n . 1) 21 quotes later Greek 
examples of this topos (Plutarch, Maximus of Tyre). 

9. See e.g. V . Pi:ischl, H. Gartner, W. Heyke, Bibliographie zur antiken Bildersprache, 
Heidelberg 1964, 555, 566; R.G.M. Nisbet, M. Hubbard, A Commentary on Horace: 
Odes Book 1, Oxford i970, 179-82. 

10. So too Cic. De Or. 1.2, 'Quam spem cogitationum et consiliorum meorum cum 
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graves communium temporum tum varii nostri casus fefellerunt; nam qui locus qui
etis et tranquillitatis plenissimus fore videbatur, in eo maximae moles molestiarum 
et turbulentissimae tempestates exstiterunt', with A.D. Leeman, H. Pinkster ( edd. ), 
M. Tullius Cicero, De Oratore Libri 3 (1. Band), Heidelberg 1981 ad loc., and 
ThLL 6,1.947.54ff. This is the nuance of the image at Rep. 1.11: 'Maximeque hoc 
in hominum doctorum oratione mihi mirum .videri solet , quod qui in tranquillo mari 
gubernare se negent posse, quod nee didicerint nee umquam scire curaverint, iidem 
ad gubernacula se accessuros profiteantur excitatis maximis fiuctibus' . See further 
R.G. Austin (ed.), P . Vergili Maronis Aenidos Liber Primus, repr. Oxford 1984, ad 
Aen. 1.148ff. 

11. Cf. Cic. Plane. 15, 'Sin hoc persaepe accidit, ut et factos aliquos et non factos 
esse miremur: si campus, atque illae undae comitiorum, ut mare profundum et 
immensum, sic effervescunt quodam quasi aestu, ut ad alios accedant, ab aliis autem 
recedant: in tanto nos impetu studiorum et motu temeritatis, modum aliquem, et 
consilium, et rationem requiremus?' Nepos Att. 6.1. 

12. Santilli (above, n. 3) 136; Andreoni (above, n. 1) 284 n. 13; M. Griffin, GBR 33 
(1986) 76 n. 6. 

13. E.g. fr . 425 Usener, with W. Schmid, s.v. 'Epikur', RAG 5 (1961) 722, 805-06; 
R .G.M. Nisbet, M. Hubbard, A Commentary on Horace: Odes Book 2, Oxford 
1978, 254. The image, which may have originated with Aristippus of Cyrene, is 
used in the same sense by the Pyrhonnians (Sext. Emp. Math. 11.141). 

14. The philosophical polemic is also indicated emblematically by Cicero's antithesis 'in
dustriam virtutemque'- 'voluptas' : this alludes to the Epicurean value judgement 
expressed at Lucr. 5.1430-3, 'ergo hominum genus incassum frustraque laborat I 
semper et (in) curis consumit inanibus aevum, I nimirum quia non cognovit quae 
sit habendi I finis et omnino quoad crescat vera voluptas', and also recalls the di
chotomy articulated at Cic. Fin. 2.44, 'ita ceterorum sententiis semotis, relinquitur 
non mihi cum Torquato sed virtuti cum voluptate certatio' ( cf. Maslowski, 'The 
Chronology .. . ' [above, n. 2] 61£.). 

15. The polemical point in 'ad summam senectutem' becomes clear when the motif 
reappears- this time as a positive ideal - in another salvo against Cicero's oppo
nents (Rep. 1.4): 'Adiunguntur pericula vitae, turpisque ab his formido mortis (cf. 
Lucr. 3.64, 'mortis formidine') fortibus viris opponitur, quibus magis id miserum 
videri solet, natura se constimi et senectute, quam sibi dari tempus ut possint earn 
vitam, quae tamen esset reddenda naturae, pro patria potissimum reddere'. The 
use of the motif at Sen. Ot. 1.4 suggests that it became a standard argument in 
school polemic: 'Dices mihi: quid agis, Seneca? deseris partes? Certe Stoici vestri 
dicunt: usque ad ultimum vitae finem in actu erimus, non desinemus communi bono 
operam dare, adiuvare singulos, opem ferre etiam inimicis, eniti manu. Nos sumus 
qui nullis annis vacationem damus et, quod ait ille vir disertissimus, canitiem galea 
premimus; nos sumus apud quos usque eo nihil ante mortem otiosum est ut, si res 
patitur, non sit ipsa mors otiosa ... ' The ideal is well illustrated in the person of 
Cato, 'qui . . . maximis laboribus ad summam senectutem summa cum gloria vixit ' 
(Cic. Verr. 2, 5.180). 

16. Cf. Buchner's commentary (above, n. 4) 76£.; Girardet (above, n . 4) 174. 

17. Cf. Gigon (above, n. 1) 282. 

18. On the Ciceronian ideal 'communem salutem defendere', see P. Gotz, Romisches 
bei Cicero und Vergil, Diss. Freiburg 1972, 128-38; this has its exact counterpart in 
Lucr. 5.1129-30, 'ut satius multo iam sit parere quietum I quam regere imperio res 
velle et regna tenere'. 
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19. On the ideology of 'nevus homo' in Cicero, seeR. Gnauk, Die Bedeutung des Marius 
und Cato maior fur Cicero, Berlin 1936, 80-90; J. Graff, Ciceros Selbstauffassung, 
Heidelberg 1963, 24-26; Gotz (above, n. 18) 112-13; Narducci (above, n. 1) 21. 

20. For the background see De Or. 3.13-14, with Girardet (above, n. 4) 171: Cicero's 
brother Quintus suggests withdrawal into 'otium', but Cicero declines. 

21. This selfless dedication is idealized in Cicero's account of his own role in the Catili
narian affair: Cat. 3.1-3, 15, 25; 4.1-2 ('Mihi si haec condicio consulatus data est ut 
omnis acerbitates, omnis dolores cruciatusque perferrem, feram non solum fortiter 
verum etiam libenter, dum modo meis laboribus vobis populoque Romano digni
tas sal usque pariatur. . . . Nunc si hunc exitum consulatus mei di immortales esse 
voluerunt ut vas populumque Romanum eJ> caede miserrima, coniuges liberosque 
vestros virgines Vestalis ex acerbissima vexatione, templa atque delubra, hanc pul
cherrimam patriam omnium nostrum ex foedissima flamma, totam ltaliam ex bello 
et vastitate eriperem, quaecumque mihi uni proponetur fortuna subeatur'); 19 ('Ha
betis ducem memorem vestri, oblitum sui ... '). Cf. Graff (above, n. 19) 26-26; 
Gelzer (above, n. 4) 101. 

22. Horace's periphrasis for the Stoa, 'nunc agilis fio et mersor civilibus undis, I virtutis 
verae custos rigid usque satelles' (Epist. 1.1.16-17), shows that the image was readily 
understood, and might even suggest an emblematic value in Stoic circles: if this 
is correct, I think it likely that the positive Stoic image developed in conscious 
opposition to the negatively tinged Epicurean metaphor. 

23. Thus, for example, Lucretius' well-known 'redefinition' of 'pietas' from Epicurean 
perspective (5.1198-1203). On the phenomenon in general, see also J .B . White, 
When Words Lose Their Meaning, Chicago 1984, passim. 

24. See E .J . Kenney, 'Doctus Lucretius', Mnemosyne 23 (1970) esp. 380-88 for full 
discussion of 'the device of borrowing characteristic imagery in order to turn it 
back on its originators and their too receptive readers' (380). Further R.D. Brown, 
Lucretius on Love and Sex, Leiden 1987, 132-43, and his comments on e.g. Lucr. 
4.1049-56: '[Lucretius) negates the quality of the metaphor by taking it literally 
and insisting on the unpleasant physical realities which it implies: namely, deadly 
force , bloodshed and collapse. Thus he transforms a pretty conceit into a vehicle for 
expressing his personal view that sexual passion is a harmful condition ... ' (133). 
Cf. also A. Traina, 'Dira Libido (Sullinguaggio lucreziano dell' eros)', in Studi . .. 
Traglia (above, n. 1), 259-79. 

25. As subsequently also Vergil: Lucretius' line 'deus ille fuit, deus, inclute Memmi' 
(5 .8) is echoed- and challenged- in Vergil's own '0 Meliboee, deus nobis haec 
otia fecit I namque erit ille mihi semper deus' (Eel. 1.6-7). Cf. Minyard (above, n. 
2) 77f. 

26. On these two echoes, see the commentary of Ronconi (above, n. 2) ad lac.; 
Maslowski, 'The Chronology ... ' (above, n. 2) 74f . 

27. Johann (above, n . 3) 276: 'Seine programmatische Idee ist die soziale voluptas, 
die er der epikureischen voluptas, dem individualhedonistischen Gliicksziel pointiert 
entgegensetzt'. 
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