
Tydskrifte oor klassieke Oudheid en verwante GebiedejPeriodicals on Classical 
Antiquity and related Subjects, bewerk deurjedited by Elna Schoeman. 
StaatsbiblioteekjState Library, Pretoria, Bibliografiee/Bibliographies no. 5. 
1963. 

Antagonism between librarians a:nd academics presents one of the most 
stubborn problems a social scientist could plan to solve, thus the production 
of this valuable reference work must, on any showing, count as an achieve
ment in itself. Perhaps that is facetious, but I know something of the prob
lems involved in producing such a work, and I must point out that some of 
the criticisms I would make will be soundly countered by librarians whose 
job it is to make libraries work. 

Briefly this paper-backed handbook provides a survey of periodicals per
taining to the Classics held by 23 South African libraries, and it also includes 
details of some of the more important periodicals that are not as yet held 
in South Africa. Regrettably, the Foreword (bilingual as are all the pre
liminary notes, though the bibliographical details are in English only) gives 
little indication of the purpose and background of the Bibliography. Before 
the Second World War a few countries had begun to produce 'union' cata
logues of periodicals held by their libraries, for example Sweden published 
an index of scientific and technical periodicals in Swedish libraries in 1927, 
and the United Kingdom also had one of scientific periodicals. Holland 
published a similar one in 1941. At this stage the first aim of such 'union' . 
indices was to make known to research workers what material was available 
in their country, and to enable the country's resources to be fully exploited. 
To help the reader Holland went as far as to append to her index of scientific 
periodicals a summary of the holdings each library had. This last idea I 
should like to see followed, if the volume under review is to be re-edited. 

After the war money was short and it became obvious that libraries 
would do better to co-ordinate their buying programmes. Consequently a 
spate of indices appeared to enable libraries to provide a wider overall 
coverage of periodicals, particularly with the science subjects. Smaller 
countries had the advantage: Cuba had published a list in 1942, and now 
Portugal in 1948 produced one of foreign medical periodicals, as did Japan 
in 1947. A heavy concentration of catalogue publishing began in the '50s 
(and not unfamiliar apologies were voiced for libraries that had failed to 
submit full details to the central collecting agency). As early as 1943 a 
Catalogue of Union Periodicals had been published in South Africa, when 
Mr. P. Freer of the University of the Witwatersrand produced Vol. I of 
the Catalogue, devoted to scientific journals. It was revised in 1949 and 
again in 1953, and in 1952 Mr. Freer published Vol. II relating to the 
Humanities. This work was then taken over as a joint project by C.S.I.R. 
and National Council for Social Research, whose catalogue is published 
under the title Periodicals in South African Libraries, which has now been 
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carried from A to H (the volume covering the letter I is now with the 
printers). 

In 1960 the State Library produced a subject index of periodicals relating 
to library science and this was followed by Bibliography no. 2 on anthropo
logy and archaeology (1961), and number 3 on periodicals relating to socio
logy (1960); number 4 does not concern us. It is a mistake that no cross 
reference is made in Bibliography no. 5 to the existence of no. 2. A proper 
bibliographical description of Bibliography no. 2 would be desirable, for 
I think these indices like their pre-war counterparts will be used extensively 
by students and research workers who will not be familiar with the librarians' 
lore. These bibliographies could be made more informative for the student 
who is new to the game. 

While work was in progress on Bibliography no. 5, Miss Southan was 
doing a similar task for the Institute of Classical Studies in London, and her 
Union Catalogue of Periodicals relevant to Classical Studies in certain (52) 
British Libraries appeared in 1962. It is interesting to compare the two: 
the South African catalogue is more accurate in its reproduction of German 
and Italian titles, and accuracy in a work of this nature is of prime import
ance; the local catalogue is of course shorter, but it includes some titles 
not recorded in the other; and another point of difference is that the English 
catalogue cites after each periodical title the standard abbreviated form. 
The last point is another thing that the academic would like to see intro
duced into our Bibliographies: if the standard abbreviations of L'Annee 
Philologique were followed this would help to familiarise the student with the 
symbols, which are bewildering in the initial stages, and it would also justify 
a shuffling of the order of the entries so that periodicals appear under 
the letters with which they are normally associated, so Proceedings of the 
African Classical Associations under P, not A, Transactions of the American 
Philological Association under T, not A, Revue des etudes anciennes under R, 
not B, Jahrbuch d. Deutsch. arch. Instituts under J not D, Bulletin of the 
Institute of Class. Studies under B, not L, Comptes Rendus de l'Academie 
des Inscriptions etc., under C, not A, and Proceedings of the British Academy 
under P, not B. Librarians will object that to make these alterations would 
put the Bibliography out of step with its parent Periodicals in South African 

1 Libraries; we are back to where we came in, though a compromise might 
• 1 be to put the details in the subject Bibliography where a classicist would 

normally look, and a cross reference to that information under the letter 
where a librarian would look. I think that if these Bibliographies are to 
serve the people who will use them most, then the librarian's preference 
must take second place. 

When the book is revised, and one hopes the luxury class presentation 
will not prevent a revision or supplement, the following periodicals might 
be included, some of which only began after Bibliography no. 5 was pre-
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pared: Anatolian Studies, Bulletin of the American School of Oriental 
Research, Balkan Studies, Bulletin of the John Rylands Library (even if 
librarians object that this is not a classics periodical), Deutsch-griech. Jahrb. 
fiir Byz. Gesch., Arion, Dumbarton Oaks Papers, Eirene, Harvard Theo
logical Review, Lampadion, Melanges d' Archeologie et d' ilistoire de !'Ecole 
Franc;aise de Rome, Mind, Numen, Kadmos, Numismatische Zeitschrift, 
Studi e M ateriali di Storia delle Religioni, Studii si Cercetari de Istorie 
Veche, Studi Classici e Orientali, Year's Work in Classical Studies. A note 
under Revue Archeologique that it includes L' Annee epigraphique would be 
welcome. 

A number of periodicals appear that are not cited by L'Annee Philo
logique nor by Miss Sou than, and perhaps could be dropped: Agora, Bib!. 
Pap., Bull. anal. de bib!. he/lenique, Antichita, Antik tanulmanyok, Finska 
vetenskaps etc., and Siomalainen etc. On the other hand, a cluster appear 
that escaped Miss Southan's net: Helmantica, Graeco-Roman Memoirs, 
Latin Teaching, Neophilologus, Kurzberichte and Classical Outlook. 

Miss Southan gives only the library symbol where a library holds the 
complete run of a periodical, and we could perhaps adopt this labour-saving 
device. Cross references within Bibliography no. 5 are sometimes overdone 
(e.g. Hesperia), but perhaps necessary for the student who may find the 
indexing rather arbitrary. Bibliography no. 2 (Anthropology and Archae
ology) was bold in its references to later numbers in the series that may not 
yet appear for several years. This number makes the odd reference back 
to no. 2, but one is left to guess whether some of the more striking omissions 
have been left for subsequent numbers or are not to be included at all in any 
catalogue. 

The proof reading has been thorough, but a pathetic halfline was not 
excised on p. iii; Antike: Zeitschrift etc. should be read on p. 5, and the 
necessary alteration made to its position in the index; on p. 13 read 
hetaireias byzantinon spoudon (there is an 'r' extra in the first word); and 
on p. 15 the periodical is Hellenika (not -on). 

Happily our libraries are growing and there are numerous new holdings 
to be added to the Bibliography, and, when that is done, there are a number 
of corrections and additions to be made to the bibliographical details. It 
is not, however, the aim of this review to bring the catalogue up to date. 

We owe a tremendous debt of thanks to Prof. G. van N. Viljoen for 
initiating this project pro bono publico, and we are doubly fortunate in that 
his keen eye for detail has eliminated the errors that others would have let 
in through uncertainty, or too narrow a knowledge. To the State Library 
we owe no less a debt of thanks for providing us with such an indispensable 
reference work. 

The results of this labour should be manifold. We hope that on the 
administrative side tardy library staff will be shamed into getting their 

130 



cataloguing up to date, and that libraries will make a drive to cover the 
biggest gaps revealed in this survey. As teachers we shall find it easier to 
plan bibliographies for our students, and we hope many more will read 
periodical articles, and find this a stimulus to post-graduate study. As 
research workers we now have a handy guide which will help us to make 
more efficient use of the inter-library loan system. Finally, this catalogue 
will show outside observers that classicists in South Africa are ambitious 
in their aims, and determined to carry out and encourage research. 

University of Cape Town J. E. ATKINSON 
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Acta Classica is 
published annually 
by the Classical 
Association of 
South Africa. 
The journal has been 
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