
IN MEMORIAM: PROFESSOR S. J. H. STEVEN 

Professor S. J. H. Steven, head of the department of Latin and acting Dean 
of the Faculty of Law at the University of the Orange Free State, died in the 
National Hospital, Bloemfontein, on Sunday, 29th July, 1962, after suffering 
a heart attack. 

Born at Worcester, Cape Province, on the 13th May, 1902, Sinclair James 
Henry Steven was the second son of James Henry Steven and Martha du 
Plessis. He was educated at Paarl Gymnasium, where he won numerous prizes 
in Latin, Greek and English, and matriculated in the first class (first division) 
at the age of fifteen. Mter gaining the B.A. and M.A. degrees at the University 
of Cape Town in 1920 and 1921, both in the first class, he was elected to a 
Queen Victoria Scholarship and proceeded to New College, Oxford, where he 
read Greats and took his degree in 1924. Before coming to the University of 
the Free State (then the Grey University College) in 1927 as a lecturer in 
Classics, he lectured at the Universities of Cape Town and the Witwatersrand. 
In 1936 he was appointed senior lecturer in Classics, and in 1941 he was pro
moted to the Chair of Latin at the U.O.F.S. As a keen student of Roman law 
he eventually studied for the LL.B. degree, and in 1951 he was admitted to the 
Bar as an advocate in the Supreme Court by Mr. Justice I. L. Horwitz. Though 
he did not practise at the Bar, he rendered important services in the Faculty of 
Law, and at the time of his death he was acting Dean of this Faculty. 

In his younger years he made several visits to England and Italy. Through
out his career he was actively engaged in research, though the many calls upon 
his time left him little leisure for publication.* While he was, first and last, a 
superb teacher of the Latin language and literature, his expert judgment in 
educational matters was much in demand. For many years he was Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts both of his own University and of the University of South 
Africa; member and Chairman of the Governing Board of the Eunice High 
School, Bloemfontein; member of advisory committees to the National Council 
for Social Research and to the South Mrican Broadcasting Corporation; and 
a member of the Council of the University College of the North. 

All these offices he filled with distinction and great loyalty. "The Republic 
of South Mrica has lost one of its most loyal sons," said the Reverend Emlyn 
Jones at the funeral service. While he was a great South Mrican, Sinclair 
Steven was also most truly proud of his Scottish descent through his father. 
He was an active member of the Bloemfontein Caledonian Society and was 

* 'The Tools of Learning', Graduation ceremony address, Unisa (Univ. of S.A., 
Pretoria) XI (1958) 47-50; 'Cicero the Statesman', in Cicero, Student atld Statesman, 
Communications of the Univ. of S.A., No. B.9, Pretoria 1959; 'Professor Alexander 
Petrie', Acta Classica 2 (1959) 7-10; 'The Place of Latin in the Education of Today', 
Ne2vsletter (Dept. Classics, Stellenbosch) VII, 2 (1962) 2-5. 

Recently he read the following unpublished papers to conferences of the Classical 
Association at Bloemfontein: Some pitfalls for tl;e unwary in translating into Latin 
(Jan. 1959), Constructional usages: 'cum' 211ith the indicative and the subjunctive (Oct. 1959), 
'Se' and 'srtus' in L atin classical writers (Oct. 1960). 

Since October 1960 he was Chairman of the O.F.S. Regional Branch of the Classical 
Association. 
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elected its chief several times, as well as being a chief of the Free State Cale
donian Society. 

The catholicity of his interests was not only manifested in the educational 
and cultural field. Throughout his life he was a keen sportsman. At Oxford 
he played hockey for New College, and at U.C.T. and U.O.F.S. he was a 
member of the first hockey team. Later he became a Free State hockey selector, 
did much to encourage cricket at the University, and was also a keen golfer. 

To his colleagues and students alike, S. J. H. Steven was one of the most 
beloved of University professors. His shrewdness of judgment was widely 
respected. His intolerance of slackness and an occasional abruptness of manner 
went with an essentially kindly disposition and a keen sense of humour. His 
many former students will never forget his boundless energy in promoting 
the interests and careers of those who revealed genuine ability. 

He is survived by his wife, formerly Miss Lulu Sievers of East London, 
who encouraged him in all his many activities, and by his three sons, Peter 
(22), Siegfried (21), and Robert (17). It is fitting that he should have been 
buried from the St. John's Presbyterian Church, Bloemfontein, which he 
had faithfully served as an elder and a lay preacher for many years. There in 
the presence of a large congregation, the Reverend Emlyn Jones spoke of 
the greatness of Professor Steven by the standards of the New Testament. 
"No one is really great who is not humble. No one is great who is not willing 
to lead a useful life." Professor Steven, he said, had these qualities. His was a 
life of service, in all his activities. He was a student who never ceased to study; 
an inspired teacher who gave his all; a wonderful companion; and a devoted 
husband and father. His colleagues, his students, and members of the Classical 
Association of South Mrica share with Mrs. Steven and her three sons a 
feeling of great loss in the sudden and unexpected passing of Professor 
S. J. H. Steven. 

University of the Orange Free State, 
Bloemfontein. 
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