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Jana Adamitis (Christopher Newport, VA)

HORACE, AUGUSTUS, AND EMPIRE

In Odes 1.2 Horace employs the interrelated motifs of accommodation and crossing boundaries to present himself as integral to the establishment of civic order in the nascent Augustan empire. In an act of accommodation, Horace combines his own vatic voice with that of the Vestal Virgins when he offers the expiatory prayer for Rome’s salvation.  The success of Horace’s prayer suggests that his voice played a significant role in bringing an end to the civil wars.  In addition, Horace uses the motif of crossing boundaries to depict Augustus’s political agenda as similar to his own poetic program.  In this way, Horace both lends an aura of authority and validity to his own lyric mission and suggests that his poetry is appropriate to the evolving Augustan regime.

John Atkinson (UCT)
ON JUDGING ALEXANDER
It appears to be fashionable to insist that Alexander should be judged by the code by which he lived (so in recent publications Roisman, Cartledge and Holt). This is variously referred to as the heroic code, the Homeric code, or the code of honour. This last causes some confusion as sociologists recognise honour as having a vertical axis or a horizontal axis, referring respectively to prestige and respect, the former depending on competitiveness and the latter denoting rather a code of conduct. As Alexander’s circumstances changed so rapidly and dramatically over time, it is not clear what code of honour he can be supposed to have followed. This may justify a non-judgemental approach, which may in turn help to feed the current fascination with Alexander, but it could be construed as a cop-out.

Patty Baker (University of Kent) and Sarah Francis (University of Newcastle)
INCOMPLETE ADULTS: THE MENTALLY IMPAIRED IN CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY
Attempting to define and understand the treatment of disability in antiquity is a challenging task because the vague literary references mentioning difference do not indicate how a disability was determined or treated.  To access these understandings most scholarship on the subject has focused on ancient literature, yet the archaeological material can provide further evidence to explore understandings of how disability was considered in the past.  Archaeologically it is possible to note the condition of skeletal remains along with the context in which the body was interred to see if those with noticeable disabilities were buried differently to those without, thereby indicating classifications of and attitudes towards people with variations in physical characteristics.  It also must be mentioned that most scholarship on disability focuses on physical rather than mental difference because this is mainly what is mentioned in the texts and assumed to be the only aspect available to the archaeologist.  However, by using the contextual archaeological approach we have found that it is possible to not only find evidence for mental impairment, but to suggest that those with impairments were treated and conceived of as children.  

This idea was established when the burial context of an Athenian Iron Age inhumation of an adult male with cranial damage was found to have been buried in the manner of a child.  At this period children were inhumed and adults cremated.  Following this initial discovery it became evident that there were other atypical burials where adults were discovered to have been interred in the manner of a child or in areas dedicated to children.  With the exception of maintaining that these burials indicate difference to other adults, nothing further is explored in the scholarship. Yet, the premise of our argument is further supported in the works of Aristotle.  In his biological and ethical works, Aristotle portrays children as being incomplete due to their physical nature which in turn affects their ability for cognitive functioning.  Aristotle equates having rationality with being human, anyone who falls short of having it to any degree is considered as 'incomplete' and can only be complete with the rational assistance of others.  Completeness is usually a state that the male grows towards (because the physical nature of the child prevents full cognitive function) so any adult who fails either to be physically developed, or is apparently rationally impaired would likewise be incomplete.  Rational function was a mark of a fully developed adult.  Thus, we argue that those with mental impairments were perceived of as childlike, and treated in the manner of children.
Philip Bosman (UNISA)

‘DEFACING THE CURRENCY’: MONEY AND MORALS IN ANCIENT CYNICISM

The Cynic motto, paracharattein to nomisma, is usually interpreted in a figurative sense, and applied to the moral terrain: 'putting bad money out of circulation'; 'driving out the counterfeit coin of conventional wisdom', 'to "deface" the false values of the dominant culture', etc. This despite the fact that Diogenes claimed to have been banished from Sinope for the offence. The paper explores the evidence for Cynic attitudes towards money in general. Considering the link between philosophy and the invention of coinage proposed by Seaford, and the fact that Diogenes considered money as the metropolis of all evil, it may be asked whether the Cynics did not see money itself as a hindrance in returning to the authentic morality of pre-political, pre-monetary existence.
Véronique Boudon-Millot (Paris IV)
THE LIBRARY OF A GREEK SCHOLAR IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE : NEW TESTIMONY FROM THE RECENTLY DISCOVERED GALEN'S PERI ALUPIAS.
The Galenic treatise Peri alupias (On the avoidance of pain) was regarded as entirely lost, as well in Greek as in Arabic or Latin. The recent discovery of this treatise in an unknown manuscript of Thessaloniki furnishes some new and important material about the workshop and the library of a Greek scholar in Rome in the 2nd century. The aim of this paper is to present the different aspects of the activity of Galen as scholar, physician and surgeon as well as philosopher and to give some details about his main centres of interest.

Florence Bourbon (IUFM de Paris)
NECESSITY AND OPPORTUNITY IN THE HIPPOCRATIC GYNAECOLOGICAL TREATISES.
Chapter 62 of Hippocrates’ Diseases of Women paints a scene worthy of a Sophocles tragedy in which women, through their own ignorance and that of others, die alone and suffer in the process. And these deaths are all the more intolerable in the Hippocratic physician’s opinion since they could have been avoided. While the tragic heroine appears to fulfil her destiny and comply with merciless necessity, the sick woman can be saved by the physician, if the latter knows how to seize this opportunity.  
Peter Burian (Duke)

TRANSLATION AS RECEPTION, WITH AND AGAINST THE IMPERIAL GRAIN

Translation and adaptation are most commonly discussed and judged 'against' their originals, but what is translated, how, and for what purposes should raise broader reception issues with consequences for our understanding of the uses and meanings of classical (among other) texts. This paper will look at Homeric translation and adaptation for examples of ways in which ideologies can be reaffirmed in new contexts, resisted overtly or covertly, and evoked for different ends. I will suggest some lines of approach by focusing on moments in which attitudes toward war, heroism, and hegemony are at stake in Homeric adaptations by Vergil, Pope, Christopher Logue and Derek Walcott.
Clive Chandler (UCT)

DIO OF PRUSA’S ENCOMIUM OF HOMER (ORATION 53): AN INSTANCE OF CULTURAL IMPERIALISM
Louise Cilliers (University of the Free State)
ROMAN NORTH AFRICA IN THE LATE 4TH / EARLY 5th CENTURY AD: ITS ROLE IN THE PRESERVATION AND TRANSMISSION OF MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE
North Africa and in particular the re-founded Carthage, experienced a flowering of scientific and medical activity during the late Roman Empire. A great number of the medical texts produced in this period in the Roman Empire at large originated in North Africa, which led some scholars to believe in the existence of an “African school” of doctors and/or medical authors between c. 370 and c. 450. Well-known physicians/medical writers of this period were e.g. Vindicianus, his student Theodorus Priscianus, Cassius Felix and Caelius Aurelianus. The reason for this density of Latin medical works in this period in North Africa and the connection of these physicians/medical authors with Africa will be discussed, as well as their important role in the preservation and transmission of medical knowledge to Spain and France after the fall of Carthage to the Vandals in AD 439.
Jo-Marie Claassen (Stellenbosch)

THE TALE OF A GRANDFATHER
Roman patria potestas gave a father power over even adult children, and control over his sons’ children unless their fathers had been freed from this control by means of a formal manumission ceremony. Over the children of their daughters they often had less control, unless these daughters had remained in manu patris after marriage. Yet at least three cases of maternal grandfathers’ care for, and control over, their daughters’ children are well known. Augustus adopted his daughter Julia’s sons Gaius and Lucius and later sent their brother Agrippa Postumus into exile. Their sister Julia’s supposedly illegitimate baby, born after her banishment, he had summarily exposed (Suet. Aug. 65). Earlier, Cicero had taken into his home his daughter Tullia and her baby, Lentulus, infant son of Caesar’s lieutenant Dolabella, when her marriage to Dolabella was dissolved. His grief at her death is well-attested, but we have no idea of how he felt about the almost simultaneous death of baby Lentulus, and his then ex-wife was concerned that he was not providing adequately for the baby in his will, while this baby still lived (Att. 12.18a). 

Against this apparent unconcern we have a set of letters from the second-century rhetor Fronto to his former pupil Marcus Aurelius and his brother Lucius Verus, the fond grandfather in one instance (ad amicos 1.12) proudly telling of the wonders of his eldest grandson, child of his daughter Gratia, the only one of his children who had survived infancy. This boy was apparently brought up his maternal grandfather’s house. In the second set (de nepote amisso 1 and 2, ad Verum imp. 9 and 10), Fronto mourns the death, in Germany, of Gratia’s second boy, a three-year-old child he had not yet seen. He displays deep grief and a yearning love for the little boy he had never even held in his arms. In particular, de amissione nepotis 2 may be read as “anti-consolatio,” from the manner in which Fronto cites, and then refutes, the traditional commonplaces of philosophical consolation.

The paper will examine these letters, particularly the second set, in an attempt to draw conclusions about Fronto as grandfather and as a person who had sustained previous bereavements. His attitude to his daughter and son-in-law Aufidius Victorinus will receive special attention.

Albert Coetsee (North West University)

Seneca’s view on PUBLIC SERVICE and submission to the authorities
The importance of public service lay at the heart of Seneca’s philosophical “truth”.  Man’s obligation to live his life in such a way that it would benefit his fellow-man and the res publica formed the core of Seneca’s Stoic viewpoint. He firmly believed that personal honour and reward should be subservient to the higher ideal of the “good of the state”. The ideal is best realised by the pursuit of a political career but in his Epistulae Morales and De Otio Seneca discusses the dilemma the philosopher faces when his political career is jeopardized by estrangement from the political leaders of the day and conflict between his personal beliefs and principles and those propagated by the state.

In this paper Seneca’s solution to the above problem is discussed and his views on public service in relation to submission to the authorities is analysed. A brief comparison of Seneca’s views with those of other authors of the 1st century provides the context and illustrates a general preoccupation with the problem amongst Seneca’s contemporaries. Finally, the opinions of modern day authors on the relationship between state and church presents an interesting modern day parallel - Seneca’s precepts seem surprisingly relevant.

Kathleen Coleman (Harvard)

BORN OF ADAMASTOR: THE CLASSICAL HERITAGE IN THE WORKS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN POET, DOUGLAS LIVINGSTONE (1932–1996)

Classical allusion plays a small role in the works of Douglas Livingstone, regarded as the premier South African poet of his generation writing in English. This paper investigates the function of these allusions in the South African context, starting from the incompatibility of the Western heritage and the African landscape explored by Roy Butler in Myths, and arguing that the connection between the past (whether real or mythical) and the present is one of the features of Livingstone’s poetry that gives it, African and contemporary as it is, universality.

M. Dal Borgo (Florida State University)

LONGINUS ON THUCYDIDES: LATENT ELEMENTS WITHIN THE "PERI HUPSOUS" REVEALED BY AN ANALYSIS OF A DIGRESSION IN BOOK 6, THROUGH DE MAN, MARX AND SHAKESPEARE, AS A SYNCHRONIC EXPOSITION
Within the "Peri Hupsous", the latent descriptions of the innate qualities of the sublime author are the ability to form great conceptions and develop intensity and passion for the subject. This paper proposes that these are revealed by an analysis of  a digression in Book 6, as it is contextualized in the “History of the Peloponnesian War”, and also considered through reference to de Man, Marx and Shakespeare as a synchronic exposition. Applying the semiological analysis by Paul de Man, the grammatical and referential structures demonstrate that one sentence, verse or chapter acquires meaning only in relation to those preceding and following. Likewise, Thucydides' historical digression acquires meaning in relation to those historical facts and events which are presented as preceding it or following it. In effect, the context determines its relative meaning. Thus, when a story is placed anachronistically into a diachronic narrative, it serves both a literal and metaphorical purpose. Literal narratives are placed within other literal narratives in order to ensure that meaning will be maintained and thereby bestow upon the author a futurity of fame, a condition of sublimity. This is then an artifice which enables a consistent reading of the historical text as an analogy of the particular versus the universal, which also informs Shakespeare's synecdoche. The notion of the particular versus the universal can be revealed through the juxtaposition of full fledged texts or merely a couplet of verses. The great conceptions are intended to be universal and immortal. The sublime intensity and passion is conveyed by the decisiveness which Thucydides exerts upon the text, where one phrase will speak to a multitude of inner truths also of the post-modern individual. By applying concepts derived from the theory of the sublime proposed by Longinus, the transcendent relevance of Thucydides’ achievement to contemporary historiography becomes evident. 

Stephen Dall (Haverford School, PA)
THE PROVINCIAL WHO WOULD BE PRINCEPS
The purpose of my paper is first to review Tacitus’ portrayal of Agricola’s qualities which contributed to his success as an imperial administrator and ultimately to the success of Britannia as a provincia; and secondly, to examine Calgacus’ speech before the battle of Mont Graupius, not just as a rhetorical exercise, but rather as Tacitus’ depiction of what the Imperium Romanum really meant for the Princeps and his advisors in Rome. As an imperialistic administrator, Gnaeus Julius Agricola, the third generation, Romanized provincial, came to exemplify the best qualities of an imperialistic administrator, and had he been a member of the Gens Iulia or of the Flavian line, he might very well have become Princeps, ranking as one of “the good.”
Sira Dambe (UNISA)

IN CATENIS AUCTOR. FINITUDE AND OBLIGATION IN VIRGIL AND PROPERTIUS
In this paper I propose to discuss how both Virgil and Propertius structure poetic contexts in which concepts of reciprocity and obligation deliberately intersect with ideas of death or destruction.  My analysis of moral obligation, as suggested in specific passages, argues for a subtext of political obligation as well, in that the reader is encouraged to draw parallels between finitude as inherent in intimate relationships sustained by friendship, love or enmity, and a similar corrosion of the official bonds that tie poet to patron, or subject to emperor.

Victor E. d'Assonville (Free State)
CANCER OR GANGRENE? ANCIENT PHYSICIANS AS AUTHORITY ON TRANSLATION FROM THE GREEK INTO LATIN – Notes on a theological treatise of the sixteenth century
In his commentary on II Timothy, published in 1548, Calvin, in criticizing Erasmus’ Latin translation of the Greek New Testament on one particular point (II Tim 2:17, cf. CO 52,368), appeals to some ancient physicians, e.g. Celsus (30 BC – 45 AD) and Galen (129 – 200 AD). Calvin’s bibliographical references are rather comprehensive and thus draw a picture of the widespread reception of ancient medical writings in sixteenth century humanist circles as well as the availability of these writings in printing. On the other hand this particular text, where Calvin discusses different translation possibilities of Greek concepts into Latin with reference to ancient literature, also clearly indicates important methodological approaches used in discussing the pros and cons of decisions made in translation. Analysing the underlying problem that surfaces in Calvin’s text-critical observations, this paper will treat some of the aspects mentioned above. A central theme, which will receive special focus, is the reference to ancient works of a medical nature in some questions regarding translation during the age of Reformation.

Marianne Elsakkers (Utrecht)

EARLY MEDIEVAL MENSTRUAL REGULATORS
In classical and medieval gynecology menstruation was considered a sign of good health, and amenorrhea a sign of bad health. A ‘question and answer’ on menstruation from Aristotle’s Problemata in the late eighth-century Lorscher Arzneibuch tells us that a healthy woman should menstruate regularly, because she produces excess blood. Failure to menstruate could cause blood to accumulate in her body, and this would make her sick. 11. Quare menstrua mulieribus fient? Resp: Quia faeminae naturae plus pinguioris sunt et humidioris et ideo amplius superfluitatem sanguinis leuigationis causa habundant.[1]

Early medieval recipe collections also contain recipes for female complaints, and many of these recipes are presented as menstrual regulators or emmenagogues. As we know and the ancients also knew, emmenagogues - like our modern ‘morning after pill’ - can act as contraceptives or (early term) abortifacients; some can even cause sterility. However, we tend to forget the fact that emmenagogues were also used to promote fertility, because, besides being a sign that a woman is not pregnant, menstruation is also a fertility indicator: a

menstruating woman is capable of conceiv­ing a child. Amenorrhea, ‘the absence or suppression of menstruation’, is a serious condition, if a woman wishes to conceive, and alternatively, because it is also a sign of pregnancy, amenorrhea can be equally distressing to a woman who does not wish to have (any more) children. Recipes for menstrual regulators could therefore offer a cure for a number of different female disorders or complaints. In this paper I will attempt to sketch a picture of the various female complaints early medieval menstrual regulators were reputed to be able to cure.

Nikolai Endres (Western Kentucky)

HORSES AND HEROES: PLATO’S PHAEDRUS AND MARY RENAULT’S THE CHARIOTEER
Little attention has been paid to Mary Renault’s choice of title. The metaphor is drawn from the allegory in Plato’s Phaedrus, where the soul consists of a black horse, a white horse, and a charioteer. Reading the Phaedrus, Laurie Odell, Renault’s protagonist, realizes: “In his imagination the pages were printed not with their own paragraphs only, but with all that he himself had brought to them: it seemed as though he must be identified and revealed in them, beyond all pretense of detachment, as if they were a diary to which he had committed every secret of his heart.” Clearly, the Platonic subtext remains crucial in Renault’s novel, which offers three erotic choices: the white horse, the black horse, and the mastery of the two by the charioteer. In The Charioteer, Ralph Lanyon embodies the black horse and exposes Laurie’s love for Andrew Raynes, who represents the white horse, as insufficient: “If one had tried to make him see such a relationship as a bond of mutual love with valid claims, that would be too much, he would feel, for anyone to swallow; it would seem to him the reduction of absurdity of romantic daydreams, something not far removed from autoerotic fantasy.” Eventually, Laurie remembers “wishing that his love for Andrew could be divided, leaving only the part he could happily share.” But there is no love without a struggle, no charioteer without two horses, no peaceful rest without previous turmoil. Renault uses Platonic love not so much as a code for homoeroticism, but as a model for a love between two young men that offers the good life, a love uncontaminated by the Bims and Bunnys of the gay world, who in modern times lurk everywhere.
Anne Gosling (UKZN, Durban)

(IR)RATIONAL DIVINITY: ANTONY AND OCTAVIAN
Hellenistic/Alexandrian concepts of the association of divinity and rulership strongly influenced Roman dynasts at the end of the republican period and into the principate: Caesar gave prominence to the Julian descent from Venus; Brutus, and subsequently Octavian, claimed the patronage of Apollo; Antony was both a Hercules and a Dionysus. 'Augustan' Apollo was transformed from the destructive, far-shooting plague bringer to the god of inspiration and of the foundation of cities, and was prominent in contemporary art and literature. However, Dionysus and Hercules also feature in Augustan imagery. This paper will look at the transformation of their associations from 'Antonian' to 'Augustan.'
Susan Haskins (UKZN, Durban)

FEMALE SEXUAL DISEMPOWERMENT AS A RECURRENT THEME IN APULEIUS’ METAMORPHOSES
Apuleius’ Metamorphoses has always had a reputation for its unabashed sexuality. The female characters especially seem to be empowered to harness their sexuality for their own ends and receive more sexual pleasure in this novel than in most other forms of ancient literature. Yet in a narrative mediated by the gaze of a male narrator, how subjective can the female experience in the Metamorphoses really be? And what was the narrative really conveying to readers with its portrayal of sexually independent women?

Bill Henderson (University of Johannesburg)

FOXY OR OUT-FOXED CITIZENS? SOLON, FR. 11 WEST.
This paper deals with the much-debated problem of the meaning and reference of the metaphor of the fox in line 5. Philological, historical and literary arguments are marshalled in an attempt to understand the metaphor and its significance in the fragment/poem as a whole. The conclusions reached are that the metaphor signifies that the Athenians, rather than being cunning, have been tricked by a ‘fox’; that this ‘fox’ is a tyrant, probably Peisistratus; and that, in the final analysis, what the poet says about tyranny is more important.
John Hilton (UKZN, Durban)
THE APPLICATION OF THE ROMAN LAW OF SLAVERY AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

This paper investigates the extent to which Roman law and received ideas about Mediterranean slavery actually did form the basis on which slavery was administered in the Cape of Good Hope in the Eighteenth Century. Cape slavery was governed by plakaaten issued in Batavia as well as in Cape Town, but in serious cases, particularly those involving manslaughter, recourse was had to the Roman-Dutch writers such as Simon van Leeuwen, Joost de Damhouder, Ulrich Huber, Andreas Gail, and others. These writers frequently cite actual Roman laws, especially when considering appropriate punishment. This essay will be illustrated by cases recorded in the archives of the Dutch East India Company (VOC) held in Cape Town and in Den Haag, particularly the criminal proceedings of the Council of Justice which sat in Cape Town. The records of the Council of Justice are a very rich source of evidence for the application of the law in cases involving slaves; they stretch over more than a century and give detailed accounts of thousands of cases. The information in these documents is indispensable for any account of the legal basis of slavery at the Cape and vital for settling the question of the extent to which Roman law ameliorated the condition of slaves in this trading outpost. Comparatively, this study may shed light reciprocally on slavery in Roman times, about which we do not have such detailed knowledge.
John Jackson (Rhodes University)
WHAT IS TACITUS’ AGRICOLA ALL ABOUT?
Genre was important to Tacitus, and he is adamant that this work is a biography. Yet there is a great deal of material which seems to belong to other genres, esp. history and ethnography.  There is also a strong focus on the last years of Domitian’s reign and the time of composition – periods which came after the lifetime of Agricola, and which seem more relevant to the author himself.  Moreover, even those items which are typically “biographical” tend to be ignored (e.g. anecdotal material) or treated dismissively (e.g. physical appearance).  An attempt, however, will be made in this paper to argue that the Agricola is more integrated than is usually claimed.  From a close reading of the text, sections which appear to be mere digressions often turn out to be connected with Agricola, sometimes though linkages that are subtle.  It is in Agricola himself that a variety of motifs and themes find unity.  Although Tacitus’ Agricola may not be entirely trustworthy, this work does seem to be a “biography”, albeit unusual in its structure and persuasive power.
Annemaré Kotzé (Stellenbosch)

A CHANGING EMPIRE: BIOGRAPHY AND AUDIENCE IN LATE ANTIQUITY
The paper explores a number of texts (predominantly but not exclusively Christian) that form part of the “explosion of high-class biographically oriented literature” (Hägg and Rousseau) produced after AD 350 AD. It examines the communicative purpose of these texts with a view to establishing to what extent they aim at converting their readers, taking into account the background of rivalry between groups like Catholic Christians, Manichaeans, Neo-Platonists, Jews, and pagans.

Jacques Jouanna (Paris IV)

THE FOUR HUMORS AND THE FOUR TEMPERAMENTS IN GREEK MEDICINE
The aim of this paper is to present the birth and the evolution of the theory of the four humors (blood, yellow bile, black bile, phlegm) and the theory of the four temperaments (sanguine, coleric, melancholic, phlegmatic), from Hippocrates and Galen to late Byzantine Greek medicine, with  the transmission to Latin medicine (Vindicianus, Epistula ad Pentadium). 

Mark Kirby-Hunt (UKZN, Durban)
RELIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM!

THE CASE OF APOLLONIUS OF TYANA.
Apollonius of Tyana was an itinerant philosopher and wonder-worker living in the first century A.D. He chose as his core belief the ancient path of Pythagoreanism. Secondly, he possessed a constant desire to correct the errors that he believed traditional Graeco-Roman temples were making, and this, coupled with his relationships with several Roman emperors put him in a unique place to influence the practice of religion. In everything, including the new idea of the imperial cult, he preferred the fundamentals, religion at its basic Roman level. Observing his approach to reorganizing society also allows useful insights into our own modern situation.

Koos Kritzinger (University of Pretoria)
AN EVALUATION OF ST JEROME’S EXEGETICAL METHOD IN EPISTULA XXI

Epistula XXI of St Jerome’s, written to pope Damasus in 383 is a commentary on the Parable of the Prodigal Son. St Jerome’s exegetical method in this letter will be described and compared to modern exegetical practice.

Michael Lambert (UKZN, Pietermaritzburg)
CORPOREAL EMPIRES: MAPPING WOMEN’S BODIES IN CLASSICAL AND RENAISSANCE LITERATURE
In Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, the Spartans and the Athenians map the spoils of war on Reconciliation’s female body. This paper will analyse the way in which male authors equate women’s bodies with conquered and colonized territory in selected examples of Classical and Renaissance literature, thus creating a ‘cartography of the feminine’ which reinforces classical Athenian links between gender, power and sexuality.
Roberto Lo Presti (Palermo)

THE AMBIGUOUS ROLE OF PERCEPTION. TRADITIONAL VIEWS ON SENSE PERCEPTION AS A "COGNITIVE TOOL" WITHIN THE HIPPOCRATICS AND NEW BIOLOGICAL PESPECTIVES
Many scholars have studied the role of sense-perception in the Hippocratic collection by a privileged gnoseological and an epistemological point of view, as though ancient physicians ignored the biological meaning of senses and focused on them mainly as tools for the empirical enquiry into the body. In many paper, I shall argue about this prejudice, by identifying its historical roots in some of the most important scientific paradigms by which medical knowledge has been characterized in the Modern Age, and I shall propose a different point of view on perception in Hippocratic Corpus also in the light of the concept of "enactive scheme action-perception" elaborated by some contemporaries neuro-physiologists like H. Maturana and F. Varela.

Cullen Mackenzie (University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg)

MAGICAL EMPIRES: SYNCRETISM IN GRECO-ROMAN MAGICAL AMULETS
The collections of the PGM (Papyri Graecae Magicae) are prime examples of a more widespread religious, philosophical, linguistic and cultural syncretism in the Greco-Roman world. As such, they are the product of similar forces of globalization, cultural imperialism and reactions to it, which we are experiencing in the modern world. The pax Americana has distinguished antecedents. This paper discusses the amulets of the PGM as examples of syncretism and as indicators of underlying power dynamics in the Greco-Roman world, with some reflections on current trends in esoteric or occult culture.

Beatrice Martin (University of Pretoria)

SENSORY PERCEPTION: VERGIL, PLANTS AND THE PASTORAL LANDSCAPE
As modern readers, we experience the beauty of Vergil’s poetry on an intellectual level. The only one of our senses which can come into play is that of hearing. But the poetry can evoke a more sensual approach if we could only visualize and imagine more clearly the images of especially his flowering plants with their colours and fragrances. Ancient colour terms are notoriously difficult to interpret, but Vergil uses them very sparingly and this does not present much of a problem. Identifying the various plants is equally difficult, if not more so, but it is possible to at least find a number of possibilities in most cases. By looking at these groups, one can at least form some idea of the verbal pictures the poet is evoking. This would add a whole new dimension to our experience of the world of the poetry. 

Between the poet and his audience there would have been a tacit assumption that at least some of them could and did visualize the landscape and its plants from the words of the poem. Modern readers, of whatever nationality, cannot experience the poem on this level for we are far removed in time and space from Vergil’s landscape and its flora. Even an approximate idea, however, of the plants to which he is referring can enrich our emotional response to the poetry.

Samantha Masters (Stellenbosch)

AGAINST AN ATTRIBUTION AND A NUPTIAL INTERPRETATION: MALIBU 78.AE.148.

Malibu 78.AE.138 has been attributed to the hand of the Painter of the Vatican Mourner, a vase-painter associated with Exekias and Group E. Despite Von Bothmer’s attribution of this particular vase, a careful analysis of the corpus of the Painter of the Vatican Mourner involving details, style and chronology shows reason to question the security of this attribution. In the second part of the paper I will challenge the identification of the scene on side A as an exagoge or eisagoge (marriage procession) scene involving Dionysos and Ariadne.
S. Mattern-Parkes (Georgia)

GALEN’S IDEAL PATIENT

The surviving works (in 20 volumes) of Galen, a second-century physician from Pergamum who also practiced in Rome, contain several hundred stories about his patients.  Also, some of Galen’s treatises discuss the idea of temperament (essential mixture of humors), hexis (secondary characteristics related closely to temperament), age and sex (especially as these relate to temperament and hexis), and sometimes the medical effects of lifestyle.  The lifestyles mentioned most often are those of the athlete and, to some extent, the peasant.  Together, Galen’s stories and discussions of medical types form a picture of the patient he considered most typical or most ideal‹the type from which all others deviated.  This is an urban male ‘youth’ between the ages of 25 and about 40, of the leisured class that exercises in the gymnasium (Galen uses the adjective gymnastikos), of moderately hot and dry temperament, rich in the humor of yellow bile.  This type of patient has a masculine hexis (relatively hairy, lean, and hard) and is susceptible to the emotions of anger and lupe (stress or anxiety).  The perverse extreme of the hot, dry, masculine temperament is the athlete, an ambiguous character in Galen’s works. New insights contributed by this analysis include:  a) Stage of life is a fundamental distinction among male (not female) patients, recalling the age

cohorts typical of the Hellenistic Greek city; b) Peasants are a marginal, medically distinct category, characterized by exceptional hard-bodiedness; and c) emotion, particularly stress, is very significant in Galen’s medical thought.  

Lydia Matthews (UKZN, Durban)

CONSPICUOUS CONCEALMENT: WOMEN AND THE VEIL AT THE BIRTH OF THE EMPIRE

The programme of cultural regeneration advanced by Augustus conscientiously propagandized morality and chastity in an attempt to make clear that, after the anarchic years of the civil wars, Rome once again had a legitimate government. Depictions of veiled women, especially women of the imperial household, came to symbolize the new ethos. This sartorial translation of a moral concept was part of a broader attempt to reinstate older ideals of national identity. This paper investigates the use of the veil as a medium for the transmission of civic morality, and explores the terminology associated with it.  

Todd Mei (University of Kent)

THE WISDOM OF WORK: REINTERPRETING THE ANCIENT GREEK CONCEPTION OF WORK THROUGH ARISTOTLE’S ETHICS

The conventional perception of the ancient Greek understanding of work is that Greek philosophers held techne and poiesis in low regard in comparison to bios theoretikos (the life of contemplation).  Work and the crafts fall within the realm of necessity and toil while the life of the philosopher and the politician was one of freedom and leisure.  Bios theoretikos exists only insofar as others (e.g., slaves and craftsmen) perform the necessary labour that sustains the life of politics and philosophy.  But is this dichotomy a final description as epitomised in Aristotle’s Politics?


In this paper I propose to re-address the place of work in Greek thinking, reinterpreting it through the ethical philosophy of Aristotle.  I refer to the unity of the activities of theoria, praxis and poiesis to show how work (i.e., poiesis) is hermeneutically linked to the domains of contemplation (i.e., theoria and praxis).  By “hermeneutically” I mean that this link is not automatic; rather, it requires an interpretive, self-reflexive participation on behalf of those engaged in work and, as importantly, those who are involved in using the products of work.  Because the activity of work is situated within the realm of necessity, it constantly requires its retrieval and reinvigoration through contemplation.  Otherwise, it becomes a mundane repetition in order to survive, a quality ascribed to animals and therefore set apart from the human life of reason.
Joanne Moore (University of Kent)

INVISIBLE EMOTIONS; ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE 

DEATH OF THE YOUNG IN THE ROMAN WORLD

In regards to understanding the daily life of people living in the Roman empire, children still tend to be ignored in spite of the fact that interest in the subject has been growing over the past thirty years. In some respects the study of Greco-Roman childhood has not been fully integrated into recent scholarship, relegating it to a secondary field. Furthermore throughout the period of the field’s development many traditional assumptions continue to be asserted without critical questioning and are possibly the reason little attention is given to children. One belief is that parents distanced themselves emotionally from their children because there was a high infant mortality rate, which creates an impression that children were not valued. However, I argue that this can be challenged. By looking at artistic representations, which are numerous and have received little attention, epigraphy and literature it is apparent that parents did form emotional ties with their children, an example of this can be seen in Book six of The Education of the Orator by Quintilian. In the preface to this book Quintilian expresses the immense grief he feels towards the loss of his two young sons. The evidence uncovered in all of these areas creates a striking contrast to the harsh distance projected in modern scholarship. What comes to light is that children were cared for and emotions were felt when they died. 

Furthermore by considering the emotions felt by parents towards children, we not only see that children were valued, but this brings to light further evidence for how people felt and reacted to death and love in the past, an aspect of human life not often considered in our attempts to understand children and daily life in antiquity.
Sarah Midford (Melbourne)

CIVILISATIONS AS TRIUMPHAL TRINKETS: REPRESENTING CONQUERED CIVILISATIONS IN THE MILITARY TRIUMPH

This paper will discuss how fallen cities and states were minimised, simplified and symbolised in the Republican triumphal procession and in subsequent triumphal rights to demonstrate Rome’s imperial might and strengthen the perception of their empire. The Republican triumph demonstrated salient military victories through the parade of conquered spoils, prisoners and exotic miscellany. However, ancient authors also described images commissioned by the triumphator to demonstrate the power of the Roman Empire. These images, including maps and models, provided a visual representation of the newly conquered territories and educated the triumphal spectators of Rome’s imperial dominance. Honours awarded to the triumphator after the procession, such as permission to erect a commemorative monument or honorary cognomina, were also physical diminutions of subjugated realms and were designed to promote the glory and power of Rome as well as the triumphator. This paper hopes to demonstrate that the triumph served as a vehicle to visually promote the Republican empire and gain popular support for Rome’s imperial dominance.
Grant Parker (Stanford)
INSCRIBING EMPIRE: EGYPTIAN OBELISKS AT ROME

The obelisks imported from Egypt to Rome, beginning with Augustus, offer curious instances of the ‘epigraphic habit’.  Most of them came from Egypt already inscribed in Middle Egyptian, only to be installed upon bases that were inscribed in Latin.  In a few cases, emperors would have their own name inscribed onto the flank of an obelisk, pharaonic-style, notably Domitian on the Piazza Navona obelisk.  This paper will reflect on the language politics involved when a monument is redeployed in an imperial context.
François Retief (Free State)
TITLE : WAS MARCUS AURELIUS A DRUG ADDICT?
 Marcus Aurelius ruled over the Roman Empire at its zenith. A learned man, an able administrator and dedicated soldier, he was also a remarkably humane ruler for his time. His "Meditations", written while fighting barbarian invaders on the Empire's borders, embodied a Stoic philosophy. Galen, his court physician and most eminent doctor of the Roman era, treated him with a daily dose of the universal antidote and general tonic, theriac, which contained close on 70 ingredients, including opium-containing poppy latex. In this paper arguments for and against the suggestion that he was an opium addict (explaining, inter alia, his lenient behaviour towards subjects, enemies, even his wayward wife), will be reviewed. Contemporary comments from Galen and historians suggest that he was indeed physically dependant on his daily theriac. Quantitative calculations based on Galen's recorded drug recipes, however, would not support the diagnosis of opium addiction.

Adrian Ryan (UKZN, Durban)

A PRINCETON PAINTER VASE IN THE MUSEUM OF CLASSICAL ARCHAEOLOGY AT UKZN

The Princeton Painter was a minor 6th century Attic black-figure painter, one of whose pots is displayed in the Museum of Classical Archaeology at the University of KwaZulu/Natal.  Locating this artefact within the framework of the painter's chronology is a difficult task since no internal chronology of the Princeton painter's works has been published.  Previous commentators have consciously avoided the task, acknowledging the failure of traditional analytical tools when applied to this painter.  In the first instance, since he painted for many different potters, a close examination of the changing shapes of his vases is of little or no use.  It is equally fruitless to compare his style with that of his contemporaries, as he seems consciously to render his work in an archaic and anachronistic way.  However, there are points of contact between the Princeton Painter and his contemporaries that cannot be ignored, such as his influence on the Swing Painter, his use of otherwise uniquely Group E themes, and the inscription 'Onetorides kalos' which appears on one of his vases and on a handful of seemingly contemporary vases by other painters.  Using these clues, a close analysis of his rendering of human anatomical details, and a lot of detective work, it is possible to establish a tentative chronology for this elusive painter and to locate our vase within this framework.

Denis Saddington (Witwatersrand)
ETHNOGRAPHY IN ROMAN FOREIGN POLICY DISCOURSE
The Romans had to establish modi vivendi with many different peoples in Italy, much as Etruscans, the Greeks in the South and the Celts in the North.  When they expanded into the Mediterranean they had to devise new diplomatic categories for the `externae gentes' as they called them.  Peoples like the Carthaginians might attract the characterization of Punic perfidy, while the Greeks had degenerated into Eastern `softress'.  The Cimbrian Invasion from across the Alps, though stopped by Marius, left the menace of a `northern threat' hanging over the Romans:  the Gauls and the Germans were subjected to various stereotypes.  These changed subtly over time as foreign peoples settled into the routine of provincial life, culminating in the dignified stance of the idealized personifications of provinces and peoples in the coinage of the 2nd c. A.D.
John Scarborough (University of Wisconsin)

ATTALUS III OF PERGAMON: RESEARCH TOXICOLOGIST

In every account about the last years of the independent Hellenistic kingdoms, one inevitably meets Attalus III of Pergamon, whose will bequeathed his kingdom to the Senate and People of Rome in 133 B.C. Occasionally more detailed narratives beyond the political and military history of Rome in the East in the 2nd century B.C. include a line or two about Attalus III as an expert in herbal toxicology, who planted “...various herbs...in his gardens, intermingling poisonous ones with those that were harmless. To his friends as special presents, he would then send a potpourri of them all, drenched with the juices of those that were poisonous” (Justin, Epitome of the Philippic History of Pompeius Trogus, 36.4.3). A little more research adds “...Attalus Philometor grew poisonous plants, not only henbane and hellebore, but also hemlock, aconite, and thornapple, placing the seeds himself and planting them in the royal gardens, and he became an expert in their juices and fruits as well as the proper season for their harvesting” (Plutarch, Demetrius, 20. 2). And if one’s curiosity becomes piqued, a search in contemporary Greek texts or sources derived from late Hellenistic writings on toxicology reveals much more: Galen, Antidotes, 1.1 (Kühn, XIV, 2) relates how Attalus tested the effectiveness of antidotes for his poisons only on criminals under a sentence of death, and such experiments included antidotes against “ many different kinds of spiders, scorpions and snakes, as well as the venom of the sea hare.” This last has significance overlooked in previous scholarship: only Galen records Attalus’ research on the sea hare (a large marine gastropod [Aplysia depilans]), and the only contemporary text that lists antidotes against the acidic ink produced by the sea hare is Nicander, Alexipharmaca, 465-482. I shall argue that Nicander of Colophon was a ‘court poet ’ in service to Attalus III, and the Theriaca and Alexipharmaca record antidotes determined by Attalus to spiders, scorpions, snakes, and other creatures, as well as antidotes to poisonous plants. 

Walter Scheidel (Stanford)
THE ROMAN AND HAN EMPIRES: FROM THE GREAT CONVERGENCE TO THE FIRST GREAT DIVERGENCE
This paper draws on an ongoing research initiative at Stanford that focuses on the comparative study of state formation in western and eastern Eurasia in antiquity and its long-term impact on subsequent developments (www.stanford.edu/~scheidel/acme.htm). In this paper, I discuss the basic preconditions for state formation in both regions, consider a recent multi-stage model of convergent historical development in the Mediterranean and China, and consider the principal differences between the Roman and Han empires in terms of centralization and bureaucratization and the dominant configuration of the four main sources of social power. The presentation concludes with a consideration of the likely causes of the post-ancient divergence between European and East Asian trajectories of state formation.

Alta Schoeman (Stellenbosch)
CLEOPATRA AS THE FIRST IMPERIAL CARPETBAGGER

Cleopatra’s audacious strategy to effect a meeting with Julius Caesar in 48 BC by concealing herself in a carpet was a highly successful endeavour. It resulted in her liaison with Caesar and her regaining control of the Egyptian throne as joint ruler with her brother Ptolemy. Whereas the other circumstances surrounding the encounter between Caesar and Cleopatra were related by Flavius Josephus, Lucan, Livy and Cassius Dio, the carpet scene was narrated by one ancient author only—the Greek historian Plutarch in his Life of Caesar. However, the story became a favourite one in literature, art and film, inspiring artists such as Jean-Léon Gérôme, playwrights such as George Bernard Shaw and filmmakers such as Cecil B. de Mille to interpret the tête-à-tête in wide-ranging ways. The pivotal carpet episode serves as the starting point for a love affair lasting for four years, and a union that produced a son, the ill-fated Caesarion, as unacceptable potential carrier of the Julian name. The affair contributed, at least in part, to the disfavour into which Caesar subsequently fell. Cleopatra’s visit to Caesar in Rome undoubtedly added fuel to fire in a political scenario which would precipitate Caesar’s downfall and lead to his assassination in 44 BCE, thus setting in motion the forces that led to the ultimate demise of the Roman Republic. It could be said, without too much danger of contradiction, that Cleopatra’s carpet unrolled the beginnings of what was to become the Roman Empire.

Suzanne Sharland (UKZN, Durban)

WOMEN IN HORACE’S SATIRES
Horace appears to have been almost entirely male-oriented, both as writer and as historical personality. In contrast to all the information we have on Horace’s fabled ‘father’, and contrary to the wisdom imparted by the Oxford Latin course, we know nothing about Horace’s mother other than that he certainly must have had one. There are female figures in his lyric poetry, to be sure, but none of these seems convincingly real (even the historical Cleopatra is highly symbolic). In Horace’s early work, particularly in his Satires, which pose as ‘autobiography’, female figures are few and far between. Where female characters do appear in the Satires they are often presented negatively, as witches or weapon-wielding freedwomen, or else they are teasingly absent, hence the (in)famous wet dream in Sat.1.5. In this paper I hope to tackle an area that has been bothering me for some time. Horace may (or may not) have had mirrors on his ceiling, but were they reflecting women?

Gail Solomons (University of Cape Town)

OVERCOMING THE LEXICAL BARRIER: A CASE STUDY
Students are entering university in South Africa from a variety of linguistic and educational backgrounds. Very many of them, even those whose home language is English, find themselves under-prepared to cope with the different language of academe. They face a 'lexical barrier' (Corson, 1981) which must be overcome if they are to succeed at university. 

Many universities now offer courses in etymology which aim to assist students to acquire the lexical resources necessary for their understanding and usage of academic language. Do such courses achieve this aim?

Using the Word Power course at the University of Cape Town as a case study, I investigated whether the course has in fact helped students to overcome the lexical barrier and whether the Word Power course offers a long term lexical gain.

Johan Steenkamp (Pretoria)

PROPERTIUS 1.16 AND 4.6: DISCONTINUING A POETIC SUBJECT.
Superficially the paraclausithuron of Propertius 1.16 and the heroic aetiology concerning the battle at Actium (4.6), have, besides their author, little in common. On another level, however, both these poems constitute the last serious attention paid to a common literary motif among the New Poets.

The so called ‘closed door’ motif Propertius uses in 1.16 draws inspiration from similar poems by Catullus, Horace and Tibullus. A close reading of these texts indicates that the tradition of the paraclausithuron was well known, if not extremely popular among poets. The Propertius version, like each of the other, adds to the existing tradition, but in typical Propertian style, compresses an enormous amount of imagery into a short, densely packed and sometimes obscure poem. This effectively terminated the tradition of the paraclausithuron, with the exception of two Ovidian efforts which can for specific reasons not be compared to the poems of the older tradition.

The story of the battle of Actium was similarly retold by Horace, Vergil and Propertius, and here too a similar termination of a tradition occurred. It will be shown how Propertius reworked the ideas of Horace and Vergil on the topic, how the reworking compiled and compressed the ideas of the other authors and eventually create a dense and often obscure poem, which, on this level, stands in the same relation to its predecessors as the paraclausithuron to its predecessors.

Johan Strijdom (Classics and Modern European Languages, Unisa)

WAYS OF RESISTING EMPIRE AND ALTERNATIVES TO EMPIRE: COMPARING ANCIENT AND MODERN OPTIONS

The aim of this paper will be to offer a comparison of violent and non-violent types of resistance amongst Jews and early Christians to the early Roman Empire on the one hand, and similar forms of  resistance to modern imperialism on the other. In addition, systemic alternatives of social justice offered in antiquity (by philosophers, Jews and early Christians) and modernity (by liberal and more radical, postcolonial thinkers) to imperial oppression will be compared and assessed. 
Peter Tennant (UKZN, Pietermaritzburg)

READING BETWEEN THE LOINS: A CURIOUS ANOMALY IN THE PORTRAYAL OF THE MALE PHYSIQUE IN GREEK SCULPTURE

Despite their apparent mastery of the representation of anatomical detail, Greek and Greco-Roman sculptors from the Classical period onwards regularly exaggerated the prominence of the so-called ‘iliac crest’ in male figures. This paper explores possible reasons for this phenomenon.
Johan Thom (Stellenbosch)

“WHO ARE YOU, PYTHAGORAS?” HERMENEUTIC PRESSURE AND IDENTITY IN THE PYTHAGOREAN AKOUSMATA COLLECTION

The Pythagorean sayings known as the akousmata are usually considered cult precepts that were obeyed literally by the early Pythagoreans, only to be interpreted as symbolic utterances in the later tradition. I will argue that a tendency to interpret them symbolically is already noticeable in the early tradition, and that this tendency gained momentum when the sayings began to function as a collection. This has significant implications for our understanding of the identity of the early Pythagorean community.

Sjarlene Thom (Stellenbosch)

WOMEN IN HORACE ODES 3.7 – 12
Because we have very little information to the contrary, it is generally accepted that Horace is male-oriented. He has even been called misogynistic at times. Convention has it that when he does include women in his poems, such women do not convince the reader of their reality. More often than not they are depicted as stock figures that do not come across as actual personalities. Stock figures such as the temptress Pyrrha (1.5) the scared innocent Chloë (1.23) the number-crunching Leuconoë (1.9) the heartless mistress Lydia (1.13, 1.25) and many more come to mind.

In this paper I would like to pause for a moment at only a few of the portraits that we encounter in Horace’s odes and more specifically in Odes 3.7 – 12.  I intend to consider whether the women portrayed here are indeed stock characters and even caricatures, or if, on the other hand, they might impress the reader with a sense of their individuality; and if the women have more personality than generally accepted, how does this reflect on the poet “painting these portraits”.
Adrian Tronson (New Brunswick)
'"SO YOU THINK I'M A 'BASTARD', YOU CAD?"?”
ALEXANDER AND ATTALUS AT PHILIP II’S WEDDING FEAST: ANOTHER HYPOTHESIS’.
That Alexander was Philip’s designated successor is an almost universal belief among modern scholars (e.g. Hammond, Bosworth). Yet his violent reaction to Attalus’ wedding toast  (Plut. Alex. 9.6-11; Ath. 557b-e) and instances of unusual behaviour preceding his father’s assassination gain another dimension in the light of Margalit Finkelberg’s recent conclusions about marriage and succession practices among monarchical societies in Bronze Age Anatolia and Greece and in their holdovers in Archaic period (Greeks and Pre-Greeks, 2005, 97). 

Alexander’s position in 337 corresponds to that of the sons of exogamous marriages among the mythical ‘Mycenaean’ kings of the Heroic Age, and among historically attested royal families of Bronze Age Anatolia, who, as Finkelberg shows, were driven out of the succession and “had to establish their status by other means.” 

Macedonia’s archaic institutions, its liminal position between Europe and Asia, and the late, Romano-Hellenic inflexion of our sources, warrants re-examination of Alexander’s behaviour, which might have been conditioned by an alien societal context which later authors misunderstood. Philip might never have intended Alexander to be anything more than his deputy in Macedonia and regent for the son he expected from his only endogamous marriage.

Marlene van den Berg (North West University)

MANDRAKE: FROM JOSEPHUS TO JK ROWLING
Mandrake was a popular drug amongst the Ancients. Its alleged effects range from the inducement of sleep to the expulsion of demons. Hannibal is said to have employed it as a military tactic to defeat the rebels in Africa and references to its properties are found in literature as diverse as the Bible and a Shakespearean play.
In this paper references to the plant found in the works of Josephus, Dioscorides, Celsus, Pliny and Theophrastus are highlighted. Its physical appearance, methods of harvesting and administering the drug, dosage, the effects of overdosing, its toxicity, recipes in which it was an ingredient, and the soporific, anaesthetic and medicinal properties ascribed to it by these authors, are examined. Because of its magical effect it was also associated with witchcraft. Its presence in the Hogwarts Greenhouse where herbology professor Sprout introduces Harry Potter and his fellow students to the correct methods of repotting the plant, is therefore not surprising. The description of the plant’s properties in this scene is remarkably accurate and attests to J.K Rowling’s thorough research. 

Finally a description of mandrake in modern pharmacological terms leads to some conclusions regarding its possible medical and homeopathic usefulness.

Rogier van der Wal (Leiden)
NERO THE ANTI-HERO AND URI THE WANDERER - TWO IMPORTANT ‘EMPIRICAL NOVELS’ IN HUNGARIAN LITERATURE
In 1922 the famous Hungarian writer, poet and journalist Dezsö Kosztolányi published his novel Nero the bloody poet (in Hung. ‘Nero a véres költö). This book was highly praised by Thomas Mann, who wrote the introduction to the German translation. It tells the story of Nero, the young man who wanted to be a poet, but instead became a disillusioned emperor with much blood on his hands.

In 2005 Captivity (Hung. ‘Fogság’), the fifth novel by György Spiró, saw the light and was an immediate success, despite its almost 800 pages and its not very easy stile and subject. This novel is also situated in the first century AD, and follows the experiences of a Jewish wanderer named Uri. Uri travels from Rome to Jerusalem and to Alexandria and survives a lot of adventures before he returns to Rome, where he finally dies.

In my lecture I propose to compare the two novels by citing a few key passages, and also to concentrate on the picture of Nero and his age that both books contain. This picture can further be set against the views of some recent studies on Nero, e.g. the controversial book by Edward Champlin (2003).
David Van Schoor (Rhodes University)

FAST TIMES AT AUGUSTAN ROME: PERSONAL TIME & HISTORICAL TIME IN OVID
Details to follow.
Cornelis van Tilburg (Leiden)
TRAFFIC POLICY IN ROMAN CITIES

One of the topics of my recent book is local traffic circulation and local traffic policy. Excavations have shown that wheeled traffic was not possible in every street, so local governments were forced to install a traffic circulation system, with fixed routes. 
Excavations in Pompeii have shown that only thoroughfares like Via di Stabia, Via dell’ Abbondanza and Via di Nola had a sufficient width to give way for vehicles to pass or to cross each other. Other streets were narrower, suitable for one way traffic and other streets were, in many cases, completely blocked for wheeled traffic. The famous worn street ruts are evidence that there was a preference for obtuse angles.

Not only in the older Mediterranean cities were fixed routes in use. Excavations in Xanten, Germany (the former Colonia Ulpia Traiana) have shown that here also fixed routes were in use, although the streets were broad enough to cope with traffic flow in both directions. We also find a frequently used obtuse angle at the so-called ‘Kleine Hafentor’, suitable for one-way traffic.

Another aspect of the circulation system was the position of the forum. Roughly, there were two possible positions of the forum: occupying an insula beside the crossing of cardo and decumanus with straight routes of the thoroughfares – or exactly in front of the crossing of cardo and decumanus and also causing a zigzag route in one of the thoroughfares. These features will be shown by the exemple of Trier and some other planned cities in the north of Europe.
Betine Van Zyl Smit (Nottingham)

PENELOPE IN THE 21ST CENTURY
This paper will examine the depiction of Penelope, the faithful wife in Homer’s Odyssey, in some modern novels from different parts of the world. The main focus will be on the reinterpretation of the effects of separation in Njabulo Ndebele’s The Cry of Winnie Mandela and on Margaret Atwood’s feisty, female perspective on events, before, after and during the Trojan War and Odysseus’ homecoming.
Phiroze Vasunia (University of Reading)

VIRGIL AND THE BRITISH EMPIRE
 ‘Advocates of the British Empire,’ Norman Vance writes in The Victorians and Ancient Rome, ‘began to thrill to Virgil’s celebration of Imperial Rome bounding her Empire with the earth (Aeneid 6.781f.).’  John Seeley likened Aeneas to Abraham, and suggested that Aeneas was a pioneering man of national destiny, while, some years later, James Bryce called Virgil ‘the national poet of empire’ and Lord Cromer referred to him as ‘an enthusiastic imperialist’.  Throughout the long nineteenth century, in fact, Anchises’ advice to Aeneas in Book 6 of the Aeneid had echoed in the speeches and writings of establishment figures such as John Henry Newman, Lord John Russell, and Sir Robert Peel.  In examining Virgil’s appeal to British elites in the Victorian era, this paper discusses how the Roman poet was used in imperial contexts and shows how he became a central (and sometimes contested) figure in the cause of empire.
David Wardle (UCT)
AUGUSTAN IMPERIALISM THROUGH THE EYES OF SUETONIUS

Suetonius’ Divus Augustus chapters 20-22 offer a concise summary of the achievements of Augustus in the sphere of military conquest and the extension of Roman influence across the world. Contrasts with Augustus’ own representation of his achievements in the Res Gestae illuminate the biographer’s perspective from the early 2nd century AD and may cast some light on the differing conceptions of empire seen in the policies of Trajan and Hadrian.

Richard Whitaker (UCT) and Vuyile Voyiya

A NEW SOUTHERN AFRICAN TRANSLATION OF THE ILIAD WITH ILLUSTRATIONS
Kathy Whiteley (UNISA)
A LOOK AT THE GREEK HUMAN BODY OF THE FOURTH AND FIFTH CENTURIES BC

The doctors of the Hippocratic School did not have the technology that we have today to determine the workings of the human body.  Their empirical knowledge resulted in some interesting theories, a few of which still hold water.

This paper covers the cause of the 'Sacred Disease', infertility in men, blood concocted into breast milk and infertility in women.
Hansie Wolmarans (Johannesburg)

MITHRAS AND JESUS. THE MYSTERY AND THE MILITARY
It is generally accepted that the historical person of Jesus was amplified into the Christ of salvation from various sources. An interesting hypothesis is that the cult of Mithras, popular in the Roman army in the second to the fourth centuries CE, supplied Christianity with seven sacraments, a virgin birth on the 25th of December, twelve disciples, death, descent into Hades, a resurrection, the epithet "Light of the World," miracles and a morality based upon rewards in the afterlife. This paper attempts to explain the similarities and differences between Mithraism and Christianity.
Christoff Zietsman (Stellenbosch)
DOCTOR OR QUACK? NEGLIGENCE IN ANCIENT LEGAL CODES

In Roman Law the Lex Aquilia (dated circa 287 B.C.) provided a fundamental regulation relating to loss or damage sustained through the killing or injury of slaves and animals or the destruction of other property. The first chapter specified punishment for the killing of another’s slaves and four-footed animals used in an agricultural community – animals that could collectively be referred to as “cattle”. The third chapter was more generally phrased and covered all cases of loss caused by burning, breaking or destroying property (usserit, frangerit, rumperit). The act must have been done iniuria; probably meaning “without justification or lawful excuse”.The late Republican jurists interpreted iniuria in terms of dolus (malice) and culpa (negligence). Furthermore, they maintained that the wrongdoer’s act (not a mere omission or lack of preventive action) had to harm the other’s object directly – damnum corpore corpori datum – without intervening immediate causes.

This paper will discuss the interpretation of the Lex Aquilia by Roman jurists with special reference to texts dealing with liability in terms of negligent medical treatment in comparison with similar texts from the ancient Mesopotamian legal codes. It will also briefly refer to aspects of medical liability in the South African context.

